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For the Repertory. 
CHAPTER I. OF JOHN. 


Translated from Tittman’s Commentary. 


The preface* is very remarkable, 
well suited to the writer’s design, 
and contains the argument of the 
whole book, the fundamental truth 
he proposes to explain and demon- 
strate by an appeal to facts; name- 
ly, that Jesus is the Messiah and Son 
of God. It may be briefly para- 
phrased, as follows: Zhe Saviour, 
who was long since promised, existed 
before the creation of the world, for 
he was from eternity with God, and 
is himself God; he has now been eent 
to mankind, has afifeared in human 
nature, and manifested himself as the 
Son of God and Saviour of men by 
his doctrine and miracles, and the ine 
estimable benefits which he freely im- 
parts from the inexhaustible trea- 
sures of his bounty to all who re- 
ceive him, 

The use of the appellation aoyos, 
word, to denominate the Saviour in 
this preface, instead of the usual 
Mame Inoovs, Jesus; Xpusos, Christ; 


* The first 18 verses of this chapter 
are considered by the author as an In- 
troduction or Preface to the whole Gos- 
pel.—[T'r. 

Vor. VIUITI......No. 7.37. 








or some other of the kind, has 
been the occasion of much per- 
plexity, and induced some com- 
mentators to suspect the Apostle to 
have written with reference to a 
particular sect or class of men who 
were accustomed to employ it. 
Though we readily grant that 
neither its precise import, nor the 
peculiar reason of its selection can 
be easily shown, yet the whole con- 
nexion of the discourse plainly de- 
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clares it to be an appellation of the 
Saviour, considered not as a divine 
attribute, action, or external rela- 
tion, but as an intelligent substance, 


: who is divine, and at the same time 


distinct from the Father. 


For it is 
expressly asserted, that the Word 
existed before the formation of the 
universe, which he created and go- 
verns; that he came to earth for the 
salvation of man, assumed the hu- 
man form, dwelt among his disci- 
ples, manifested himself as the on- 
ly and glorious Son of God, and en- 
riched with blessings of every kind, 
all who believed on his name; and 
indeed his disciples are said to have 
seen with their eyes, and in every 
way, to have perceived his glory as 
the glory of the Son of God. Such 
expressions are repeatedly employ- 
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ed in this gospel, as well as in the 
other books of the New Testament, 
in commendation of our Lord, and 
of him only. And who, we ask, 
would have said in a passage sim- 
ply historical, that the divine rea- 
son, or wisdom and power, had be- 
come man, and dwelt among men? 
Or who would have used, instead of 
the customary name, teacher, in- 
structer, or some other of the kind, 
so extraordinary an appellation as 
that of word, to designate merely a 
man, however eminent, who had 
been sent to enlighten the world? 
Moreover, John the Baptist is said, 
in the sixth verse, to have borne 
testimony to this Word; but he tes- 
tified of the Lord Jesus, and de- 
clared him to be the Son of God 
and Saviour of mankind. Verses 
19, 29, 32. He only, therefore, can 
be intended by the appellation 
word, in this place. Hence, it is 
evident, that the interpretation of 
those who affirm, that by the word, 
is meant the reason or wisdom and 
power of God, or even a mere 
teacher and instructer, is entirely 
groundless. 

It appears to be certain, that the 
term word was used in the time of 
John, in a peculiar sense; at least, 
it was not entirely unknown to the 
readers of his gospel and first epis- 
tle; its precise signification, how- 
ever, cannot be ascertained. Ac- 
cording to some learned men, it 
was customary, not only among 
the Alexandrian Jews, as they think 
it may be shown from Philo, but 
also among the Greeks, in proof of 
which, they appeal to Plato, to ap- 
ply this name to a certain intelli- 
gent nature, superior to created 
things, possessing the closest like- 
ness, and nearest relation to God; 
that thus even among the Jews of 
Palestine and the Jewish Doctors 
the practice had been introduced, 
of declaring that the Messiah was 
superior to Moses, Abraham, and 
all their ancestors; the Lord of an. 
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gels themselves, the most nearly al- 
lied to God, had existed before the 
origin of the world, and aided in its 
creation; and that from this mode 
of thought and expression, with 
which John must have been famili- 
ar, he derived the name he has given 
to Chrisz in his preface, and what- 
ever he has there declared concern- 
ing his nature and attributes. But 
it has never yet been proved, that 
this custom prevailed among the 
people, or was known even to John 
himself, much less to his readers. 
The foundation upon which this 
theory rests, namely, that the Jew- 
ish teachers called Messiah the 
word, cannot be established by a 
single example; but on the contra- 
ry, is totally subverted by a place 
in Origen against Celsus, Lib. ii. 
cap. 31. Tom. i. Opp. p. 413. edit. 
de la Rue. For he there argues 
against the accusation of Celsus, 
brought in the name of a certain 
Jew, who charges the Christians 
with resorting to captious subtle- 
ties, when they declared the Son 
to be the proper Word of God.— 
Origen asserts, that he was induc- 
ed by this circumstance to inquire 
of the Jewish teachers, whether 
the appellation word, as a proper 
name of the Messiah, was in use 
among them; and although he cen- 
versed upon this subject with ma- 
ny, and those the most distinguish- 
ed for wisdom, he could not learn 
that it had ever been thus employ- 
ed either in their schools or their 
books. 

The opinion formerly advanced 
by Valla, and also by Beza, and 
advocated in modern times by emi- 
nent interpreters, which supposes 
the term acyos, word, to signify pro- 
mise, and to be used in place of 
o arsyousvos, he who was firomised, 
which is plainly equivalent to the 
more frequent appellation; 0, epzoue- 
vos, he who cometh, has long since 
appeared to us to bear the strong- 
est marks of truth. 
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For, in the first place, it was the 
fashion of the age, growing out of 
the nature of the case and the 
usage of the Old Testament, to call 
the expected Messiah 0, epyousvos, 
wan, he that cometh. In the Old 
Testament, as Cyril of Jerusalem 
has remarked on Gen. xlix. 10, this 
name is given to him.by way of 
eminence, and in the New it is of- 
ten employed in the same manner, 
as in Matthew xi. 3, where John 
the Baptist sent to inquire: ov e o 
spyouevos, art theu he that should 
come, or look we for another? and in 
this gospel itself, chap. vi. 14; xi. 
27. Hence the expression must 
have been well known to both Jews 
and Christians, and frequently us- 
ed in common discourse. 

2dly. That the Evangelist should 
have written royos, word, instead of 
o asyouevos, he who was spoken of, 
will not appear strange to any one 
at all familiar with the style of 
Scripture. Abstract names are of- 
ten used in place of their concretes, 
and especially in speaking of our 
Lord, as where he is called salva- 
tion instead of Saviour, chap. iv. 
22, and Luke ii. 25 and 30, where 
He is styled the salvation and con- 
solation of Israel. Nor can it be 
doubted, that the noun aoyos is ca- 
pable of the above signification, 
since the corresponding Hebrew 
term is employed in cases without 
number, (as is also the Greek it- 
self, in Rom. ix. 6,) te convey the 
notion of a promise, and is trans- 
lated in the Septuagint version 
ayyza and enayysru, fromise, as 
Prov. xii. 25, and therefore o2rsyoue- 
vos, he who was spoken of, may be 
synonymous with enayysrrouevos, he 
that was frromised. Hence the an- 
gel whom God is said to have pro- 
mised and sent, is called in the 
book of Wisdom, (xviii. 15,) the 
word of God. It plainly possesses 
this force in the other writings of 
John, as in his first Ep. i. 1, where 
our Lord is called the word of Jife, 


TITTMAN ON CHAPTER I. OF JOHN. 








295 


i.e. the promised author of salva- 
tion; and in the Apocalypse xix. 
13, where he is called the Word of 
God. 

3. It was the design of this gos- 
pel, as we have already remarked, 
to demonstrate that Jesus is the 
promised and expected Messiah. 
It is easy to perceive the adaptation 
to this design, of a name which 
denotes this very Messiak. And 
finally, it was the custom of our 
Lord, in all his discourses record- 
ed in this gospel, to speak of him- 
self as one who was sent from the 
Father, and was about to return to 
Him again; as in chapter vi. 38; 
Xvi. 28; xili. 3; by which he ma- 
nifestly designed to declare him- 
self to be epyousvos, he that should 
come, the promised and expected 
Messiah. This custom of our 
Lord seems to have been the prin- 
cipal reason for the selection of a 
term, which in other passages of 
scripture is seldom employed in 
reference to this subject. This, 
then, is the sense of the phrase, 
“in the beginning was the Word,” 
the promised Saviour existed before 
the creation of the world. For the 
interpretation of those who main- 
tain that the words ev agy, in the 
beginning, mean the commence- 
ment of the Christian dispensation, 
or of the preaching of the Gospel 
of Christ, is altogether arbitrary 
and inadmissible. What can be 
more insipid than to say that Christ 
existed when his doctrine began to 
be propagated? This interpreta- 
tion is moreover at variance with 
the design of John throughout the 
whole book, as well as in the verses 
immediately following, in which 
he teaches that the Word was with 
God, and is Himself God and the 
Creator of all things. | 

The beginning of creation, then, 
is plainly the beginning intended, 
and the Word is asserted to have 
been in existence when all things 
were made. He belongs not, then, 
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to the number of created things; 
but existed before them all, and is 
therefore of a nature and condi- 
tion entirely different. Hence the 
phrase in the beginning, was ex- 
plained as synonymous with from 
eternity, by the earliest interpre- 
ters: as Chrysostom for example, 
whose exposition is worthy of par- 
ticular notice; because he wrote 
with the professed design of refut- 
ing those who would deny this in. 
terpretation of the passage. We 
may also appeal tothe prayer of our 
Lord in chap. xvii. 1, where he de- 
clares himself to have had glory 
with the Father before the world 
was; which can be understood only 
of eternity, as appears from a com- 
parison with similar expressions 
in the writings of the Apostles. 
The usage of the Hebrews affords 
if possible, still stronger proof. 
They regularly employed this and 
similar expressiens to convey the 
idea of eternity: with them the 
phrases “to have been from the be- 
ginning of the world,” and “to 
have been from eternity,” are sy- 
nonymous, as in Ps. xc. 2, & Prov. 
viii. 22-29; in which last place the 
words “from everlasting” and “be- 
fore the earth was made,” have 
manifestly the same signification. 

What the Evangelist next. af- 
firms of the Word, is still more re- 
markable and worthy of attention. 
For lest some one should inquire 
where the promised Messiah had 
dwelt before he came to our world, 
and be inclined to suspect that He 
himself began to exist with the be- 
ginning of created things, these 
words are subjoined: He was with 
God. For thus had John been 
taught by the Lord himself: he had 
heard from his lips, what, as we 
are told repeatedly in this gospel, 
the Saviour openly professed and 
often taught, that he had formerly 
been with the Father in Heaven, 
and had come from Heaven, as in 
iil. 43; vi. 38, 51, 62; vil..29. The 








words “was with God,” are by 
some supposed to have the same 
sense here, as when the righteous 
are said to be with God. Should 
this interpretation be received, it 
must be remembered that the 
phrase denotes not only that they 
enjoy the highest felicity, but are 
also actively engaged in perform- 
ing the will of God. But in order 
to understand the full force of 
these words, he must examine the 
explanation of our Lord himself. 
That we may find in chap. xvii. 5, 
where he prays in this manner: 
“Give me the glory which I had 
with thee, before the world was.’’ 
Therefore the Word was with God, 
so as to have glory with God be- 
fore the world was. This glory 
embraced the whole compass of 
divine majesty, and consisted in a 
participation not only of the hap- 
piness, but also and especially of 
the attributes, counsels, and works 
of God. Hence it is evident that 
to be with God, in this passage, is 
to be a participant of His nature, 
His actions and designs, His glory 
and majesty. And in this manner 
is the phrase explained in the 3d 
verse. It is interchanged in the 
3d chap. 13. and also 1 John i. 1, 
with an expression of the same 
import, namely, ‘to be in Heaven’; 
which, whenever it is spoken, as 
in the Old Testament it often is, 
of God, expresses that divine glo- 
ry and almighty power which cre- 
ated all things, preserves all things, 
and reigns over the whole universe. 
When, therefore, John declared 
that the Saviour was with the Fa- 
ther, he ascribed to Him equal ma- 
jesty and glory, equal power and 
energy in creating and preserving 
the universe; and ascribed them in 
such a manner, that the Word can- 
not be regarded as a divine attri- 
bute, but as a substance, who is in 
some respects truely distinct from 
the Father, with whom he dwelt. 
Lest any one should be surpri- 
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sed at his declaration that the Sa- 
viour had been with God, or mis- 
understand its import, the Evan- 
gelist assigns the reason of this in 
the following remarkable words; 
namely, “for He is himself God.” 
The imperfect tense in this place 
yv, was, has probably the sense of 
the present. The practice of con- 
founding the tenses of verbs, is ve- 
ry frequent with all the writers of 
the New Testament, and especial- 
ly with John. It is also apparent 
that as often as it occurs in the 
verse, the word God, 60s, is used 
with precisely the same significa- 
tion. The Saviour, therefore, is 
declared to be God in the same 
sense as He is God with whom he 
was. ‘To Him is ascribed in this 
passage, a divinity in no respect 
different from that of the Supreme 
God, but identically the same. 
( To be continued. ) 


The following very valuable and 
interesting communication was 
received too late for insertion, 


in our last number. We are 
happy, however, in being able, 
(though at so late a period) to 
enrich our pages, and gratify 
our readers, with so lucid a view 
of the proceedings of the late 
General Convention. The Chris- 
tian spirit which glows and 
breathes through every part of 
it, together with the animating 
prospect it contemplates, of a 
Church awakening to new life 
and holier zeal, give it a strong 
claim to a candid perusal, and a 
patient examination.—{ Ed. 


THE LATE GENERAL GONVENTION, 


Held in Philadelphia from Nov. 7th to 
15th, 1826. 


To the Editor of the Repertory. 


When I last had the pleasure of seeing 
you, you requested me to furnish a state- 
ment of the proceedings of the late 
General Convention, with a view of their 
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respective bearings upon the interests 
of the Church, for insertion in your Ma- 
gazine. I have thus far delayed. a com- 
pliance with your request, under the 
daily expectation of receiving a copy of 
the Journal—believing that a review of 
that document, would furnish a history 
more accurate in itself, and more inter- 
esting to your readers, than any which 
could be drawn up without such aid.— 
But as the publication of the journal is 
still deferred, and the interest in the 
subject beginning to decline, I have re- 
solved to comply with your request, by 
furnishing the most accurate statement 
Iam capable of giving, with no other 
guide but memory, and the few docu- 
ments which were printed in the course 
of the session. 
A Delegate from Maryland. 


A STATEMENT 
Of the most important acts of the late 
General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, with remarks upon 
their character and probable effects. 


The triennial meetings of our 
highest ecclesiastical council, com- 
posed of the House of Bishops, and 
the House of Clerical and Lay De- 
puties, from the different dioceses 
in the Union, generally awaken 
strong feelings of curiosity and in- 
terest in the minds of all the mem- 
bers and friends of our Zion. Ma- 
ny speculations are previously a- 
float;—many hopes and fears ex- 
pressed, as to the character of the 
measures that will be proposed, 
and their probable bearing upon 
the state of the Church, and the 
cause of religion:—and the excite- 
ment is kept up till the sessions 
are over, and the proceedings made 
known. The interest and excite- 
ment felt in anticipation of the last 
meeting, were probably far more 
intense and general, than any which 
had been manifested on any previ- 
ous occasion. The important e- 
vents which had taken place with- 
in the last few years, such as the 
discussions respecting the use of 
the ante-communion. service—the 
mission of Bishop Chase to Eng- 
land; the differences between certain 
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of the Bishops on delicate points, 
affecting theirrespectiverights and 
privileges; and others which might 
be mentioned, gave rise to serious 
forebodings. It was generally ex- 
pected that there would be, what 
is called, a “stormy session”’—many 
anticipated warm and angry dis- 
cussions—fierce collisions of par- 
ties—and attempts to carry mea- 
sures by numerical strength, which 
would be eppressive in their na- 
ture, and calculated to mar the 
peace, and deform the beauty of 
Zion. But theevent has furnished 
another illustration of the Chris- 
tian aphorism, “man appoints, but 
God disappoints.”” The hopes of 
the enemies of peace, and the fears 
of its friends, have been alike merci- 
fully disappointed—and the Great 
Head of the Church has so directed 
and overruled the deliberations and 
acts of its highest legislative coun- 
cil, that the very session which 
many looked forward to with ap- 
prehension and alarm, we may 
now reflect upon with tranquillity, 
gratitude, and joy. 

It would be doing injustice to 
my own feelings, to pass over 
without remark, the excellent ser- 
mon of Bishofp Bowen, which was 
so admirably calculated to allay 
the heat of theological controver- 
sy, and could hardly fail to com- 
municate to the members of the 
Convention, to whom it was ad- 
dressed, a portion of the mild 
and amiable spirit of its author.— 
The sermon was a bold deviation 
from the ¢triangular plan which 
has so long served as a model for 
convention sermons. The stale 
and threadbare topics of the ex- 
clusive claims of episcopacy—the 
superior excellence of precompos- 
ed forms of ‘prayer—and the dread- 
ful errors of Calvinism, which have 
been so often discussed on such 
occasions, that almost every child 
in the congregation may anticipate 


the arguments of the preacher, 








were abandoned, for the sake of 
instructions, sober and judicious, 
and at the same time, more novel, 
and better adapted to the state and 
exigencies of the Church. It man- 
fully vindicates the rights of con- 
science—judiciously defines eccle- 
siastical authority on the one hand, 
and obedience on the other, as re- 
stricted and prescribed by the Jaws 
of the Church, and not the will of 
individuals:—and seriously enfor- 
ces, upon Christian principles, all 
the forbearance, and _ tenderness, 
and mutual concession about points 
of difference not fundamental, 
which is virtually enjoined in the 
apostolic exhortation upon which 
it is founded, “for meat destroy not 
the work of God,” 

Oh! if such lessons were always 
heard from episcopal lips, how 
blessed would their influence be! 
“All wrath, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, would be put away from 
us, with all malice;” and the only 
strife would then be, which should 
do most to. advance the salvation 
of souls, the edification of the 
Church, and the glory of God. 

In relation to the dusiness of the 
Convention, it is perhaps a matter 
of congratulation that but Jittle 
was done—though several impor- 
tant proposals were presented and 
discussed, yet few were definitive- 
ly acted upon and consummated.— 
This may be considered a subject 
of congratulation; because where 
there is much legislation, it is to 
be expected that all will not be 
wise legislation, and some harm 
may be done. There is no small 
share of practical wisdom in the 
following memorable remark of 
the Bishop of New York. “The 
moment that body (the General Con- 
vention) governs too much, or ex- 
tends its enactments to. subjects on 
which there are clashing views and 
interests, the peace and union ef ‘the 
Church are endangered,” 

The first business which gave 
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rise to much discussion, that 
might and ought to have been 
avoided, was a proposition to re- 
commend a magnificent associa- 
tion for the publication of books 
projected by a Rey. Gentleman, 
belonging to the diocess of South 
Carolina. The merits of the 
scheme were not discussed in the 
Convention, though it is well 
known that many of the members 
thought it liable to serious objec- 
tions. The proposition was at 
length rejected by a large majori- 
ty, on the principle, that the Gen- 
eral Convention was not instituted 
for the purpose of legislating on 
such subjects. It is hoped that 
this wise decision will effectually 
discourage and shut out all simi- 
lar applications in future. 

At an early period of the ses- 
sion, an application from the 
Church in Mississippi, to be receiv- 
ed into union with the General 
Convention, was referred to a se- 


lect committee, who, having found 
that the Convention of that State 
had adopted the Constitution of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, reported fa- 
vourably, and the application was 


accordingly granted. It is highly 
gratifying to find that our Apostol- 
ic Church is in a good degree 
keeping pace with our rapidly ex- 
tending civil union;—and we fond- 
ly hope, that this new diocess may 
be asound and flourishing mem- 
ber of our ecclesiastical confedera- 
cy, and be an efficient auxiliary to 
the rising diocess of Ohio, in the 
good work of spreading orthedox 
doctrines, primitive institutions, 
and pure religion, through the ex- 
tensive regions West of the Alle- 
ghany mountains. 

_ The next act deserving atten- 
tion, is the report respecting “the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society.” A standing committee 
was appointed on this subjéct, to 
whom the reports of the Society, 
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and the proceedings of the Mana- 
gers and Executive Committee 
were referred. *The committee, 
after a careful examination of all 
the documents calculated to throw 
light on the subject, reported fa- 
vourably of the augmented patron- 
age which had been bestowed on 
the Society, and the growing effi- 
ciency of its domestic operations— 
but they were unanimously of the 
Opinion, that one of the great ob- 
jects of the institution, which en- 
tered most prominently into the 
view of its founders, and for the 
furthering of which, a large pro- 
portion of the funds was contribu- 
ted, has not received that degree 
of attention to which it was, and 
is justly entitled. More than six 
years have elapsed since the Socie- 
ty was organized, and to this day, 
it has not a solitary representative 
upon any foreign shore; it has not 
sent one messenger of “good ti- 
dings” to any heathen land—nor 
has it added to the kingdom of 
Christ, one inch of territory that 
was, before its establishment, un- 
der the dominion of the prince of 
darkness. The committee believ- 
ed, and no doubt justly, that the 
failure to establish Foreign Mis- 
sions, arose from circumstances 
not within the control of the ex- 
ecutive organ of the Society—but 
they were nevertheless unanimous- 
ly persuaded, that the immediate 
establishment of Foreign Missions 
was imperiously called for, not less 
as an act of justice to the founders 
and patrons of the Institution, than 
of regard to the honour of the 
Church, and of obedience to the 
command of the ascending Saviour, 
“go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.”— 
This report was accepted by the 
house of Clericaland Lay Deputies, 
and on the recommendation of the 
committee, a resolution was passed 
without opposition, requesting the 
managers without delay, to estab- 
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lish a Foreign Mission at the 
American Colony of Lideria, on 
the Western coast of 4frica—and 
another at Buenos Ayres or its 
vicinity, in South America. 

To all who acknowledge the 
paramount claims of the Mission- 
ary cause, the last named measure 
will appear to be, certainly not 
the least important that was a- 
dopted by the late General Con- 
vention. If it had previously been 
a question, whether it was expedi- 
ent for our Church to bear a part 
in the emphatically Apostolic work 
of Foreign Missions, it can be a 
question no longer. The solemn 
decision of our highest ecclesiasti- 
cal assembly has been deliberately 
expressed and recorded, that we 
eught zealously to engage in this 
work, and that without delay. This 
is a question, in comparison with 
which, the petty disputes about 
canons and rubricks, dwindle into 
insignificance. And it must bea 
cause of gratulation to the friends 
of piety throughout the union, 
that the question has been decided 
with unanimity—not a dissenting 
voice was heard. The friends of 
missions in general, and the con- 
tributors to the Society especially, 
will now look with intense anxiety 
to the Executive Committee for a 
speedy compliance with the earnest 
and unanimous request of their re- 
presentatives in the General Con- 
vention. 

Oh! if the spirit of Foreign Mis- 
sions could be excited in the hearts 
of our ministers and people at 
large, how blessed and glorious 
would be its effect upon the inter- 
est of religion at home! How 
would our Church then shine forth 
in the beauty of holiness, attract- 
ing the admiration of beholders!— 
How distinguished would she then 
be by her zealous efforts to promote 
the salvation of mankind—as she 
now deservedly is, for the ortho- 





of her worship, and the excellence 
of her government! ‘Let all who 
love Zion, and desire her prospe- 
rity, fervently pray for an increase 
of the spirit of missions. 

Another act of the late Conven- 
tion intimately connected with the 
revival and increase of true reli- 
gion among us, was the adoption 
of a very considerable number of 
additional Hymns. The want ofa 
larger collection than that now in 
the Prayer Book, has long been 
deeply felt and deplored. The 
late addition will be hailed as a 
valuable acquisition, by zealous 
and spiritually-minded Christians. 
The new hymns and paraphrases, 
are of various merit—but a large 
majority of them are decidedly 
evangelical and highly devotional 
in their character;x—and when the 
able committee, by whose industry 
the work was effected, shall have 
completed the duty assigned them, 
by the revision and selection of 
suitable portions of the Psalms in 
metre, the members of our Church 
will be furnished with the means 
of obeying more thoroughly and 
delightfully, than they have here- 
tofore done, the apostolic precept, 
“sneak to yourselves in fisalms and 
hymns, and spiritual songs—singing, 
and making melody in your hearts 
to the Lord.” 

The next subject in course, 
which it is deemed important to 
notice in this hasty sketch, is one 
which gave rise to a very animated 
and eloquent discussion in the 
Convention—and the merits of 
which, are likely to be thoroughly 
canvassed in our periodical publi-~ 
cations, and in the different state 
conventions, to which it has been 
referred, viz: the frrofiosed altera- 
tions in the Liturgy and Rubricks. 

Notwithstanding the attempts 
which have been made to produce 
a different impression, it was un- 
equivocally declared in the Con- 
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serted again, that the origin of 
these proposals cannot be traced 
to any suggestion of their being 
desired by that portion of the cler- 
zy who have been so often, and so 
unjustly charged with want of at- 
tachment to the liturgy, and of re- 
gularity in the use of it. If there 
be any thing dangerous or un- 
churchman-like in these proposi- 
tions, the body referred to, are not 
chargeable with the blame. So 
far as their sentiments are known, 
they are contented with things as 
they now are. They desire no in- 
novations—no changes in the doc- 
trine, discipline, or liturgy of the 
Church:—nor would they consent 
to any, except under the influence 
of a belief, that by so doing, they 
would essentially promote the har- 
mony and prosperity of Zion.— 
The proposed alterations, so far 
as their history is known, origina- 
ted with a Bishop, whose attach- 
ment to the liturgy and ritual of 
our Church, has never been called 
in question—and they were sanc- 
tioned by the approbation of a 
majority of his Right Rev. Asso- 
ciates. Measures recommended 
by the wisdom and piety of such a 
body, should not be rashly con- 
demned:—it is fair to presume, 
that they did not arise from any 
puerile desire of change—or from 
any disaffection to the existing or- 
der of the service; and they are at 
least, entitled to a respectful con- 
sideration. It is the belief of the 
present writer, that the proposi- 
tions were voted for by some Bi- 
shops under the impression, that 
in certain particulars, the service 
might be advantageously abbrevi- 
ated, at the discretion of the cler- 
gy; and by others, and probably 
by all, because they believed them 
calculated to promote the desira- 
ble ends of uniformity in the cele- 
bration of public worship and 
brotherly love among the clergy. 
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which suggested the propositions 
are correct, will appear manifest 
from a perusal of the propositions 
themselves, and the prefatory 
statement which accompanied 
them. They are as follows:— 


The House of Bishops, deeply solici- 
tous to preserve unimpaired the Liturgy 
of the Church, and yet desirous to re- 
move the reasons alleged, from the sup- 
posed length of the service, for the omis- 
sion of some of its parts, and particular- 
ly for the omission of that part of the 
Communion office, which is commonly 
called the Ante-Communion, do uwnani- 
mously propose to the House of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies, the following resolu- 
tions, to be submitted to the several 
State Conventions, in order to be acted 
upon atthe next General Convention, 
agreeably tothe VIIIth Article of the 
Constitution. 

1. Resolved, That in “The order how 
the Psalter is appointed to be read,” the 
following be added to the 4th paragraph 
—‘or any other Psalm or Psalms;’’—so 
that the whole paragraph will read as 
follows—“The minister instead of read- 
ing from the Psalter as divided for daily 
Morning and Evening Prayer, may read 
one of the Selections set out by this 
Church, or any other Psalm or Psalms, 
except on those days on which ‘proper 
Psalms’ are appointed.” 

2. Resolved, That in “the order how 
the rest of the Holy Scripture is appoint- 
ed to be read,” the following be inserted 
after the 5th paragraph. “The Minister 
may, at his discretion, instead of the en- 
tire Lessons, read suitable portions there- - 
of, not less than fifteen verses. And on 
other days than Sundays and Holy Days, 
in those places where Daily Morning and 
Evening Prayer is not used, he may read 
other portions of the Old or New Testa- 
ment, instead of the prescribed Lessons; 
it being recommended that, unless cir- 
cumstances render it inexpedient, on the 
stated Prayer Days of Wednesdays and 
Fridays, the Lessons for those days, or 
for one of the intervening days be read. 

3. Resolved, That the following be 
added to the Rubric before the Litany. | 
“Or only on Wednesdays and Fridays 
throughout the year, and on all Sundays 
during Lent, at the discretion of the 
Minister;’—so that the whole Rubric 
will read as follows:—“The Litany, or 
General Supplication, to be used after 
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days and Fridays; or only on Wednesdays 
and Fridays throughout the year, and on 
all Sundays during Lent, at the discretion 
of the Minister.” 

The Bishops, in the use of the office 
of Confirmation, finding that the preface 
is frequently not well suited to the age 
and character of those who are presented 
for this holy ordinance, unanimously pro- 
pose the following resolution:— 

4. Resolved, That after the present 
preface in the office of Confirmation, 
the following be inserted, to be used in- 
stead of the former, at the discretion of 
the Bishop. “It appears from Holy 
Scripture that the Apostles laid their 
hands on those who were baptised and 
this ordinance styled by the Apostle 
Paul the ‘laying on of hands,’ and ranked 
by him among ‘the principles of the doc- 
trine of Christ,’ has been retained in the 
church, under the name of Confirmation, 
and is very convenient, and proper to be 
observed, to the end that persons being 
sufficiently instructed in what they pro- 
mised or what was promised for them in 
their baptism, and being in other res- 
pects duly qualified, may themselves, 
with their own mouth, and consent, 
openly before the church ratify and con- 
firm the same and also promise that by 
the grace of God they will evermore en- 
deavour themselves faithfully to observe 
such things as they by their own confes- 
sion have assented unto.” 

And to correct injurious misapprehen- 
sion as to the meaning of certain terms in 
the first collect in the office of confirma- 
tion, the Bishops unanimously propose 
the following resolution. 

5. Resolved, That after the first collect 
in the office of confirmation the follow- 
ing be inserted to be used at the discre- 
tion of the Bishop, instead of the first 
collect: “Almighty and everliving God, 
who hast vouchsafed in baptism, to re- 
generate these thy servants by water 
and the Holy Ghost, thus giving them a 
title to all the blessings of the covenant 
of grace and mercy in thy son Jesus 
Christ, and now dost graciously confirm 
unto them, ratifying the promises then 
made, all their holy privileges; grant un- 
to them, we beseech thee, 0 Lord, the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, strengthen 
them with the power of this divine Com- 
forter; and daily increase in them thy 
manifold gifts of grace, the spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and ghostly strength, the spirit 
of knowledge, and true godliness, and 
fill them, O Lord, with the spirit of thy 
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holy fear now and for ever, Amen.” 
On the same day, and not many 

hours after, the foregoing com- 

munication was received; another 
was sent down from the house of 

Bishops, containing the opinion 

expressed by them in 1821, as to 

the proper construction of the last 
rubric, in the ‘office for the ad- 
ministration of the Holy Commu- 
nion,”’ together with sundry addi- 
tional arguments in support of 
that opinion—and concluding with 

a proposal to the house of Clerical 

and Lay Deputies, to adopt the 

following Canon. 

A Canon explanatory of the first part of 
the Rubric at the end of the communion 
service. 

Whereas, in the first part of the last 
Rubric in “the order for the administra- 
tion of the communion,” the allowing of 
the officiating minister, there being no 
sermon or communion, to proceed to the 
blessing; was owing to the circumstance, 
that without such a proviso, his doing so 
would not have been agreeable to the 
Rubric: it shall be the duty of every 
minister of this church, in the celebra- 
tion of divine service on Sundays and 
other Holy Days, to recite that part of the 
service, which commonly has the name 
of the Ante-communion service. 

These communications, having 
been printed and distributed a- 
mong the members, naturally ex- 
cited a deep interest, and gave rise 
to much conversation. The almost 
universal sentiment was, that how- 
ever desirable it might be to al- 
low the clergy a greater discre- 
tionary power than they now have, 
as to the omission or abridgement 
of certain parts of the service, the 
discretion proposed by the Bishops 
was greater than the clergy desir- 
ed, or the exigencies of the Church 
demanded. It also appeared to 
be the prevailing sentiment of the 
clergy and laity, that the two com- 
munications from the Bishops, 
were essentially connected, and 
should be placed on the same foot- 
ing—whereas, if adopted, as they 
then stood, the proposed changes 
in the rubricks could not take 
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place till after the next General 
Convention; but the canon en- 
forcing the use of the ante-com- 
munion on every Sunday, would 
go into immediate operation.— 
There is reason to believe, that if 
the propositions had been acted 
upon by the lower house, in their 
original form, both of them would 
have been rejected. This unplea- 
sant and embarrassing result was 
prevented, by the discretion of the 
Bishops. Early on the next day, 
they requested leave to withdraw 
their communications, and seon 
returned them with the following 
amendments. In the second reso- 
Jution, relating to the abridgement 
of the lessons, they added to the 
sentence ending, “suitable portions 
thereof,” the words, “‘not less than 
jifteen verses.” The third resolu- 
tion, allowing adiscretion to omit 
the litany, except on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, and the Sundays dur- 
ing lent, they struck out; and in- 
stead of the canon enforcing the 
use of the ante-communion on other 
than communion days, they pro- 
posed the following resolution. 


Resolved, That the following be 
adopted as a substitute for the first sen- 
tence in the Rubric, immediately after 
the Communion office. 

On all Sundays and other Holy Days, 
shall be said, all that is appointed at the 
Communion, unto the end of the Gos- 
pel, concluding divine service in all ca- 
ses when there is a sermon or commu- 
nion, and when there is not, with the 
blessing. 


Such is the short and simple 
history of the far-famed doings of 
the late General Convention, res- 
pecting the liturgy. Surely there 
does not appear to be any thing 
dangerous in their character, or 
alarming in their consequences.— 
No addition to the service has been 
proposed, except in the office of 
confirmation. An office used by the 
Bishops alone—and therefore, their 
opinion respecting it is entitled to 
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relation to other parts of the ser- 
vice, which are used by the clergy 
and laity of our communion at 
large. Some may object to the 
new firayer which is proposed, as 
being altogether expository, and in 
this view, liable to the same cen- 
sures Which are commonly applied 
to Presbyterian prayers;—and o- 
thers may dislike it, because its 
doctrine is, in their opinion, un- 
sound;—and others again, because 
itis not offered up as all Chris- 
tian prayers should be, in the name 
of the only Mediator between God 
and man. But there can be, we 
should suppose, but one opinion 
as to the new freface or exhorta- 
tion which is proposed to be added. 
The one now in the Prayer Book, 
is thought, by many of the best 
friends of the Church, to be liable 
to serious objections. The new 
one, presents a different and better 
view of the preparation required 
on the part of those who wish to 
make a public profession of reli- 
gion, by renewing in their own 
persons, their covenant vows and 
engagements—and appears well 
calculated to’secure the more edi- 
fying administration of that holy 
and interesting rite of our religion, 
to which it refers. 

‘It is not to be expected, that 
the proposed alterations in the ru- 
brics, will receive the approba- 
tion of all the members of our 
widely extended Church. If more 
discretion is to be allowed, this in- 
dividual or congregation, would 
desire it as to one part of the ser- 
vice; and that, astoanother. And 
no arrangement can ever be made, 
except as a matter of compromise, 
involving the sacrifice of individu- 
al partialities—and the exercise of 
mutual concession for the public 
good. The leaving of the use of 
the ante-communion discretionary 
on all Sundays, when there is no 
communion—and of the /itany, on 
all Sundays when there is qa com- 
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munion, would, perhaps, have been 
more generally acceptable, than 
the discretion proposed to be giv- 
en by the House of Bishops:—but 
the majority of that house could 
not readily agree to such an ar- 
rangement, in consistency with 
the opinions they had previously 
and strongly expressed. ‘They 
made their propositions professed- 
ly in the spirit of conciliation and 
compromise; and in the same spi- 
rit, they were received and assent- 
ed to by the other house. They 
are, perhaps, as unexceptionable as 
any proposals on the subject, that 
would be likely to receive the ap- 
probation of a// orders in the 
Church. The desirableness of uni- 
formity in the public services of 
all our congregations, must be ap- 
parent to every friend of the 
Church; and if the propositions 
made by the late General Conven- 
tion, should not be opposed by a 


majority of the state conventions, 
and be ratified by the next Gene- 
ral Convention, this important ob- 
ject would be easily and amicably 


accomplished. But even if the 
general sense of the Church should 
be against the propositions, it is 
humbly conceived that no harm 
will arise from their having been 
submitted to our consideration.— 
If the matter should rest where it 
now is, we are satisfied that good 
has already resulted from the 
agitation of it. 
which took place in the Gen- 
eral Convention, it was distinct- 
ly admitted on both sides, that 
there might be an Aonest and con- 
scientious difference of ofrinion as to 
the meaning of the last rubric in 
the communion service—and con- 
sequently, an honest and conscien- 
tious diversity of practice under 
the rubric. It was also frankly 
acknowledged, that the use of a 
discretion as to the omission of 
the ante-communion On those days 
when the Lord’s Supper is not ce- 
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lebrated, is not confined to any one 
section of the Church, or to a parti- 
cular class of the clergy. If the 
same kind and amicable spirit that 
reigned in the convention, is mani- 
fested out of it, we shall hear no 
more grave charges of want of at- 
tachment to the liturgy, and viola- 
tion of ordination. vows—against 
humble and devoted men, merely 
for exercising a discretion which 
they honestly believe has been 
granted to them by the laws of the 
Church. 

Much less shall we hear of any 
Bishop’s using the language of in- 
timidation, and threatening a re- 
fusal of orders to young candidates 
for the ministry, who are sound in 
the faith, exemplarily pious, and 
well qualified for usefulness; mere- 
ly because they happen to have 
formed an opinion different from 
his, as to the meaning of an equi- 
vocal rubric. We fervently hope 
that “Judah will no more vex E- 
phraim, nor Ephraim envy Judah”; 
and that no spirits will be found 
among us, so rash and headstrong, 
as further to disturb the harmony 
of Zion by violations of the apos- 
tolic precept, “for meat destroy not 
the work of God.” 

In the course of the session, the 
following Canons were sent down 
by the House of Bishops, to the 
House of Clerical and Lay Depu- 
ties for their concurrence. 


Extract from the minutes of the House of 
Bishops. 

The following Canons were adopted, 
and ordered to be sent to the House of 
Clerical and Lay Deputies for their con- 
currence, 

Canon, relutive to the admission and 
conduct of candidates for orders. 

No candidate for orders, in any dio- 
cess, shall apply for admission into any 
other diocess, unless he receive letters 
dismissory therefor from the Bishop of 
the diocess in which he had been admit- 
ted as a candidate. 

If any candidate for orders shall pub- 
licly perform religious services, other- 
wise than according to the regulations 
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of the 19th Canon of 1803, relative to 
Lay Readers, he shall thereby be con- 
sidered as disqualified for orders, pro- 
vided that this Canon shall not dispense 
with the requisition of a license from the 
Bishop, prescribed by the aforesaid 
Canons. 

Canon, regulating the admission of per- 
sons as candidates for holy orders, and 
the time in which they are to continue can- 
didates before their ordination. 

Every person who desires to become 
a candidate for orders in this Church, 
shall, in the first instance, give notice of 
his intention to the Bishop, or, if there 
be no Bishop, to such Body as the 
Church, in the diocess or state, in which 
he intends to apply, may appoint; and if, 
after obtaining the canonical testimo- 
nials from the Standing Committee, he 
be admitted as acandidate,by the Bishop, 
or if there be no Bishop, by such body 
as the Church in the diocess or state in 
which he intends to apply, may appoint, 
he shall remain a candidate for the term 
of three years before his ordination, un- 
less the Bishop, with the advice and 
consent of the clerical members of the 
Standing Committee, shall deem it ex- 
pedient to ordain the candidate, after 
the expiration of a shorter period, not 
less than one year. 

The first paragraph of the 7th Canon 
of 1808, and the first Canon of 1823, are 
hereby repealed. 

A true copy. 
Attest, 
W.H. DE LANCEY. 

.Vov. 10th, 1826. 


Extract from the Minutes of the House of 
Bishops. 

The House took up the Canon offered 
yesterday by the presiding Bishop, adopt- 
ed it, and ordered it to be sent to the 
other House for their concurrence. 

A Canon for the determining of the 
Rights, and the Duties of the Presbyters, 
and the Deacons of this Church, in re- 
spect to residence and accountability. 

Every Presbyter, and every Deacon of 
this Church, shall be subject to the ec- 
clesiastical authority in some one of the 
dioceses of the United States; and if he 
have been ordained in any diocess, or 
state, he shall be subject to the ecclesi- 
astical authority of the same, until trans- 
ferred to another diocess, or state; the 
transfer specifying the state or diocess 
to which he is transferred; provided that 
he shall be amenable for any offences 





committed by him in any diecess or state, 
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to the ecclesiastical authority of the state 
or diocess in which he resides. 
He shall remain subject to the authori- 
ty of the diocess or state to which he has 
the last belonged, in any country. in 
which he may reside, beyond the bounds 
of the United States, unless he shall 
have withdrawn his allegiance from the 
sovereignty of the United States, and 
have declared the same in writing to the 
Bishop from whose ecclesiastical juris- 
diction he withdraws. 
if any Presbyter or Deacon shall be 
transferred from one diocess or state to 
another, he shall not be entitled to a seat 
in the Convention of the latter, until he 
have resided therein, at least, one year. 
If any Minister shall be employed in 
the Theological Seminary, or by the 
Missionary Society, recognised by the 
General Convention of this Church, and 
shall not be resident in the diocess or 
state, to which he belongs, he shall be 
considered as belonging to the same, un- 
less transferred agreeably to the pre- 
visions of this Canon. 

The last paragraph of the 31st Canon 
of 1808 is hereby repealed. 

A true copy. 
Attest, 
W. H. DE LANCEY, Secretary. 
November 11th, 1826. 


These Canons were referred to a 
committee, who made the follow- 
ing report. 


The Committee appointed to take into con- 
sideration the Canons, sent by the House 
of Bishops to the House of Clerical and 
Lay Deputies for their concurrence, beg 
leave, respectfully, to report: — 

In lieu of the first clause of the first 
Canon, they offer the following: 

No person shall be admitted, in the 
first instance, asa candidate for orders, 
in any other state or diocess, than that 
in which he is actually resident at the 
time of his application, and has been re- 
sident for the space of six months or 
more: but, after being admitted, he may, 
on letters dismissory from the Bishop or 
ecclesiastical authority where he was ad- 
mitted, but not otherwise; and upon ex- 
hibiting the certificate, and giving satis- 
factory evidence of his possessing the 
qualifications for the ministry required 
by the Canons, be admitted as a candi- 
date, and, accordingly, ordained by the 
Bishop of the diocess to whom the said 
letters dismissory shall have been ad- 
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such letters dismissory shall be withheld, 
or if the Bishop shall refuse ordination, 
the applicant may appeal to the House 
of Bishops in Convention, or to the pre- 
siding Bishop, or, if the presiding Bishop 
is the Bishop who has refused the appli- 
cant, to the next senior Bishop, who shall 
appoint three other Bishops to judge of 
the propriety of the refusal; and their 
order and decision shall be final and 
conclusive on all parties. Two months 
notice shall be given in writing, to the 
Bishop, of the intended appeal. 

For the 2nd clause. 

The provision of the thirty -fourth Ca- 
non, entitled, ‘‘of the use of the Book of 
Common Prayer,” shall hereafter be ap- 
plied to candidates for orders, and to 
Lay Readers, and a_ non-conformity 
thereto shall be deemed a disqualifica- 
tion for holy orders. 

The Committee beg leave also, to of- 
fer the following Canons. 

1. A Clergyman duly appointed to be 
a professor in the General Theological 
Seminary of the Church, or to be an 
agent or missionary of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society, or of any 
other Society, established or conducted 
by the authority of this Convention, 
going from the diocess in which he re- 
sides to another diocess, district or coun- 
try, in performance of the duties of such 
appointment, and not taking with him 
letters dismissory or other documents, 
requisite to give him a canonical resi- 
dence in such diocess or district, shall, 
during the continuance of such appoint- 
ment, nevertheless, have his canonical 
residence in the diocess to which he 
belonged at the time of said appoint- 
ment- 

2, Institution into some church, duly 
admitted into union with the church in 
a state or diocess, or the performance of 
ministerial services for the space of six 
months or more therein, in some church 
or congregation, duly admitted therein, 
as aforesaid, in pursuance of an actual 
engagement as Pastor, or actual employ- 
ment by a Society, established or con- 
ducted under the ecclesiastical authority 
of the same, or in some college or other 
incorporated school, shall, hereafter, be- 
sides the requisites contained in former 
canons, be indispensable to qualify a 
Clergyman coming to such state or di- 
ocess, to have a canonical residence 
therein, or to enjoy the privileges ap- 
pertaining to residence; and whenever 
canonical residence is claimed by reason 
of such employment only, it shall cease 
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therewith: Provided that this canon shall 
not affect the existing constitutions of 
any state or diocess contrary to their 
provisions. 

3. Letters dismissory, or the testimo- 
nials and certificate required by the 31st 
canon of 1808, shall net be granted to a 
minister with a view to his removal from 
any diocess or state, to a district having 
acceded to the constitution of this church 
or otherwise, unless the applicant shall 
have given satisfactory evidence that he 
is engaged to officiate in‘’some church, 
or congregation in union with this 
church, or is employed as an agent or 
missionary, by some Society established 
or conducted under the ecclesiastical au- 
thority of the state or diocess to which 
he proposes to remove, or as a professor 
or teacher in some college or other in- 
corporated school in the same, or in the 
Theological Seminary. 

4, If a clergyman of any state or dio- 
cess, having acceded to the constitution 
of this church, shall in any other, conduct 
himself in such a way as is contrary to 
the rules or discipline of the church, or 


otherwise disgraceful to his office, he 
| Shall be amenable to the ecclesiastical 
| authority of any other state or diocess in 


which he is found, or to the ecclesiasti- 


cal authority of the state or diocess to 


which he belongs, provided that the au- 


| thority instituting proceedings against 


him, shall give notice to the other; and 
provided also, that he shall in no case be 
twice punished for the same offence, and 
shall have notice of such proceedings, 
and a reasonable opportunity of being 
heard. 


It will at once be perceived, that 
these proposed Canons are of a 
most extraordinary and important 


character. They affect the rights. 
of all orders of menin the Church, 
except Laymen; whether they be 
Bishops, Presbyters, Deacons, or 
Candidates for Orders;—and in- 
volve fundamental changes in the 
discipline of our Church, as to 
some very tender and interesting 
points. Had the discussion of their 
merits, which wascommenced with 
great feeling, been carried on, it 
would have been long and anima- 
ted—and the termination of the 
session would, in all probability, 
have been lamentably different from 
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its commencement.—But a suc- 
cessful motion was made to ap- 
point a joint committee of both 
houses to revise the entire code of 
canons and report to the next Gen- 
eral Convention; and to that com- 
mittee, the proposed canons were 
referred. 

The Report of the committee on 
the state of the Church, that on 
the General Seminary, and the pas- 
toral letter uf the House of Bish- 
ops, were interesting documents.— 
On the whole, we are persuaded 
that the last session of the General 
Convention was one of the most 
important and interesting that has 
ever been held. The measures 
adopted, were valuable in them- 
selves, and calculated to produce 
the happiest results. If we might 
be permitted in imitation of other 
journals, to speak of the state of 
narties;--we should say that a re- 
ference to the votes would show 
that there has been a great increase 
of the evangelical strength, and that 
the opposition to the measures 
which were adopted, was confined 
to those who have had the reputa- 
tion of being ultra High Church.-- 
But we would rather rejoice in the 
fact, that old party distinctions 
seemed to have been lost sight of 
on that occasion—-and we hail it as 
the harbinger of a brighter day.-- 
“O pray for the peace of Jerusalem 
—they shall prosper that love her.” 


{From the Christian Guardian.]} 


TRIALS FROM A COUNTRY HOUSE. 
| SIR, 

I have sometimes thought thata 
plain story like mine might do 
good to others, and prevent them 
from falling into those mistakes, 
under the effects of which I now 
suffer. 

I am, Sir, a tradesman, living in 
London. I received my education 
at a common school near town, 
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and was at the usual age, put out 
apprentice. I was too hard work- 
ed during my apprenticeship, and 
too closely confined, to get into 
much mischief; and as I had very 
little pocket money, I was forced 
to resist the temptation of going 
to tea-gardens and places of that 
kind on a Sunday evening; and soon 
fell into a way of going with one 
friend or relation, or another, to 
different places of worship. Here 
I heard a great deal, and was some- 
times affected or alarmed at what 
I heard; but, generally speaking, 
I thought little about the matter, 
employing the time when the min- 
ister was at prayer, in looking 
about me, and then joining with 
some earnestness in the singing — 
for 1 always was fond of music; 
and having a tolerable voice and 
ear, met with more praise than I 
deserved. 

When I was out of my time, I 
became a journeyman, and being a 
pretty good hand at my trade, in 
which good workmen are well paid, 
I soon found myself in very com- 
fortable circumstances. I did not 
now spend-my Sundays quite so 
well, and perhaps might have fall- 
en into wretched ways, if I had 
not suffered so much from one or 
two acts of intemperance, as to 
make me feel the folly and misery 
of sin—even when I had little fear 
of God before my eyes. 

After a time, I married, and my 
wife being a prudent woman, we 
went on very comfortably; and be- 
fore long I set up for myself. We 
had not much religion, but used ge- 
nerally to go either to church or 
chapel once a-day, come home to a 
good dinner, and then take a long 
walk. As, however, our family 
increased, my wife often could not 
go out of a morning, and as [I al- 
ways felt somewhat wrong if I 
did not go to a place of worship, 
I went generally by myself in the 
morning, and with her at night, 
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and my Sunday walks were gradu- 
ally given up. 

About nine years ago, Sir, I 
moved to a different part of the 
town; and my wife, who had pro- 
fited more than [had by the means 
of grace, and by those trials which 
the weaker vessels are called to 
endure—for we have had several 
children, and lost some of them af- 
ter suffering a great deal;—my 
wife, I say, became very anxious 
to sit under a Gospel ministry, and 
after looking around the neigh- 
bourhood in vain for some time, 
all the churches and chapels being 
so full that we could not get a seat, 
we at length found a place where 
we and our family could attend.— 
I must own, Sir, I was soon im- 
pressed ina way I never felt be- 
fore, and my wife was still more 
affected. Her alarms and fears, 
which were at one time very great, 
were soon removed; and her de- 


light in hearing the word, and her 
attachment to the minister was 


more than I can describe. We 
were led to set up family prayer, 
to engage in missionary and Bible 
societies, and to assist various cha- 
rities which our minister patron- 
ized. 

We had been, Sir, for some 
years in the habit of taking a 
lodging a few miles out of town in 
the hot weather, where my wife 
and children used to be, to whom 
I used to go down two or three 
times a-week, and where I gene- 
rally spent my Sundays. After 
our eyes were opened, Sir, we 
found that this mode of spending 
Sunday was not profitable, and so 
my wife and elder children used 
to come to town on Saturday night: 
and we generally walked out to- 
gether on the Sunday evening, and 
called at chapel in our way. 
Three years ago, Sir, I met with a 
very pretty cottage, which we lik- 
ed; and on calculating the expense, 
I found it would be nearly as 
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cheap to have it altogether, as to 
hire a lodging for the summer, and 
in consequence I bought the place. 
We went to it with great plea- 
sure, and were quite happy. When 
Sunday came, however, we ‘ound 
the same objection as in our lodg- 
ing, with this additional inconve- 
nience, that my wife could not 
very well walk the whole distance 
toor from town. We soon found 
a place of worship within a mode- 
rate distance, at which the church 
prayers were read, and where 
things did not seem much differ- 
ent from the church, except that 
there was not that air of devotion 
we usually see in the Establish- 
ment—the people coming in all 
prayer-time, and looking about, or 
sitting while the hymns were sung, 
and the minister never coming in- 
to the chapel till the prayers were 
over, and then making a prayer as 
long as if nothing had been prayed 
for before. I must own I was struck 
with his preaching; there was 
more originality and more anima- 
tion than I had been used to. He 
told us many anecdotes, and enter- 
ed much more into philosophy 
and criticism than I expected at 
Meeting, and I thought I could 
not do better than take a seat for 
the season, to which my wife a- 
greed, though she was not quite 
so well pleased with the minister 
as I was, and thought his sermons 
did not come so close home as 
those of our own pastor. 

After we had taken a seat at 
the chapel, the minister soon fa- 
voured us with a call._—We found 
him avery agreeable and interest- 
ing man. He spoke in high terms 
of the church, commending the 
character and sentiments of our 
own pastor, expressed his admira- 
tion of his writings, and wished 
that such a minister was in every 
church and parish inthe kingdom. 
He explained in the course of con- 
versation some of the things which 
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we have felt unpleasant at his own 
chapel; saying, that as many of his 
congregation were rigid dissen- 
ters, they were accustomed to 
stand when they prayed, and sit 
when they sung; that their looking 
about them did not disturb their 
minds so much as we thought it 
would—but that, as posture was 
nothing and devotion every thing, 
he wished every one to sit, stand, 
or kneel, as he could be most de- 
vout. He also explained his rea- 
sons for adopting a long prayer 
before sermon, as being both agree- 
able to his people, and enabling 
him to introduce cases for which 
the liturgy had not provided. 
This call was soon repeated, and 
my wife and family became warm- 
ly attached to their new minister. 
A difficulty however soon arose in 
our minds: we had been in the 


habit of attending our monthly sa- 
crament, and when the time came 
round, I rather wished my wife and 


elder children to go to London on 
Saturday evening, and attend our 
own place. My wife, however, 
thought this would interfere with 
our quiet, and we agreed to stay 
in the country. The Lord’s sup- 
per was administered at the meei- 
ing in the afternoon, and my wife 
and I staid as spectators. This 
brought another call a few days 
afterwards, wherein the dissenting 
mode of administration was ex- 
plained: the minister spoke more 
decidedly than I had before heard, 
and appealed to many learned 
books with which I was not ac- 
quainted, but from which he made 
out that their practice was more 
agreeable to that of the early 
Christians than ourown. I own 
I was not convinced; but in the 
course of the following month my 
wife had several conversations 
with the minister and some of our 
new fellow-worshippers on the sub- 
ject, and was at length induced to 
express her wish of joining in the 
Vou. VIIL......No. 7.—39. 
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ordinance with them, which was, 
on their part, conceded without 
stipulating for any formal admis- 
sion as a member of their church, 
in consequence of our being stated 
communicants with one so well 
known and highly esteemed as our 
own minister. 

Things went on thus, Sir, dur- 
ing the summer, and late in the 
year the family returned to town, 
and all went to our own place on 
theensuing Sunday We had now 
been absent five months, and we 
all found a very greatchange. Our 
old minister was still at his post, 
and our old friends and fellow- 
worshippers in their places. But 
the service appeared dull. The 
congregation was so still that my 
wife felt quite melancholy. The 
singing was not so lively we 
thought as it used to be; and the 
sermon had little in it but what we 
had heared before My wife com- 
plained louder than I liked, before 
we left the seat, how cold and dull 
it was; and when we came home, 
could scarcely speak with patience 
of some of our friends, who, after 
congratulating us on our return, 
expressed their delight with the 
sermon, as eminently faithful, ex- 
perimental, and useful. I am not, 
Sir, a man of many words, and my 
business prevents my having much 
time for reading; while my wife, 
having now daughters grown up, 
who ease her of much family care, 
has plenty of opportunity, and is 
very fond of reading: I therefore 
always feel that on these points 
she knows more than I do, and I 
therefore said little on this occa- 
sion. We went to our old place 


| again in the evening, and twice on 


the following Sunday, my wife 
making the same complaints, in 
which my elder children joined, 
and I feeling not very comfortable: 
for though I really could not find 
any fault in the sermon, yet it 
stirred up some fears and anxieties 
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in my own mind, which I had not 
felt under the preaching of our 
country minister. 

I was however much concerned 
the next Sunday morning, to find 
that my wife did not intend to go 
to our own place, but wished to 
hear another minister. I would 
not however go with her, but 
taking all the family, except my 
eldest daughter, who accompanied 
her mother, I went and heard from 
our old pastor a most affecting 
discourse on Joshua’s resolution, 
“As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” My wife chose 
again to be absent in the evening, 
while I heard a striking appeal 
from “Stand in the old ways, and 
see and ask for the old paths,” &c. 
I would have given any thing if my 
wife had been with me; but when 
I attempted to talk of what I had 
heard, at supper time, she replied, 
Oh, we know all that he would say 
on that subject; or if not, we can 
at- any time read it in his book, 
She and her eldest son and daugh- 
ters then proceeded to converse on 
what they had heard, which led to 
a long and curious discussion as to 
whether the days of creation were 
the same length as days are now, 
or six thousand years a-piece; and 
when I endeavoured to give the 
subject a turn by reminding them 
of how little importance the ques- 
tion was to us, and suggesting that 
as the day was now far spent, we 
should call our family together to 
prayer, I received a rebuff which 
was to my feelings most painful, 
but in which my wife and three 
eldest children joined. 

After they had gone up stairs, I 
took down the book to which my 
wife had somewhat scornfully re- 
ferred. I read it till a late hour, 
and recollected the heavenly con- 
versation which my partner and I 
had over it, when first it was given 
to us by our affectionate pastor. 
It did not excite the pleasing feel- 
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ings which it had formerly; nay, on 
some points, it made me feel very 
uncomfortable: but it discovered to 
me a great deal of whichI was not 
aware. I felt I had gone very far 
from God, and that the world had 
got much hold of my mind. I felt 
that both I and my family had been 
very remiss in our devotions; that 
we had talked too much about re- 
ligion, and been too little religious; 
that we had sought amusement in 
sermons rather than edification; 
and I no longer wondered at the 
close and heart-searching sermons 
of our faithful pastor appearing 
harsh and severe, after we had been 
so long accustomed to smooth and 
entertaining preaching. 

I have since gone on with the in- 
quiry; and have had many painful 
emotions and severe family trials. 
The more I see of my own minis- 
ter, the more I love and admire 
him. He is faithful and affection- 
ate; disinterested, yet prudent; in- 
dependent, but not proud. I find 
him at the sick-bed of the poor, 
while declining invitations to the 
dinners of the rich: If I or any of 
my family are ill, he comes as soon 
as he has the least idea of it; and 
though he cannot but know that 
my wife and children are not the 
stated attendants they once were, 
he never alludes to the painful sub- 
ject, but endeavours to lead our 
minds to better things. 

Meanwhile I am in a painful 
situation. I have still the house 
at , and cannot part with it 
without endangering domestic har- 
mony. Not that my wife is so 
much attached to Mr. -—— as for- 
merly, for I perceive there are other 
preachers who seem to be prefer- 
red. But as I have deemed it my 
duty to spend the Sunday morn- 
ings in town, she is enabled with 
less interruption, and without any 
remarks, to change from one place 
to another as she pleases. For 
here, Mr. Editor, is one evil which 
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has arisen, namely, a love of 
change, something like what the 
apostle calls itching ears. My wife 
and my elder children have all con- 
tracted this unfortunate propensi- 
ty; nay I find that they cannot agree 
long to which place they shall go, 
and I often discover when I reach 
home on Sunday evening, that my 
wife and three elder children have 
been to different places; and it not 
unfrequently happens that my son 
and his elder sister will walk to- 
gether to town in order to hear 
different preachers. 

We cannot now therefore be any 
longer said to dwell together in 
anity. Every one has a psalm, or 
a hymn, or an interpretation, and 
I am afraid we are in danger of be- 
longing to as many churches as we 
are members in family; nor should 
I wonder if some of my children 
belong to one place in the morning 
and another in theevening. I feel, 
Sir, that these divisions lead to 
serious consequences. My son 
appeared a long time diligent and 
attentive to business. We used to 
leave work at eight o’clock. Our 
shop and every thing was arranged 
by nine, when we had supper, and 
prayers, and a pleasant conversa- 
tion, and then to bed. He is now 
anxious to leave business at seven 
or still earlier, if any popular 
preacher is to be heard; and even 
if I am out of the way, he will go, 
though in our business, where we 
have many articles of value about, 
some responsible person should al- 
ways be in the way, or else we are 
in danger of spreading a tempta- 
tion before a poor mechanic, and 
eventually of losing our property. 
Add to which, he often comes 
home late; for after having attend- 
ed meeting, or assisted at Bible 
and missionary societies, he not 
unfrequently goes to supper with 
his friends, and is thus not able to 
be up in time for the workmen in 
the morning, nor does he.appear 
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at all concerned at compelling me 
to be in the workshop at six or 
seven in the morning to supply his 
place: and when I once asked him 
whether this was honouring his 
father, he gave me no answer, but 
walked away and staid out two 
hours longer. 

Indeed I find this association 
with persons of a different commu- 
nion has very much injured the 
principles of my family; a spirit of 
independence has grown up among 
them; and there seems little sense 
of obligation to the performance 
of what I have thought very clear 
duties. One of my daughters be- 
came very much attached to a 
young man, an occasional preach- 
er, who had no means whatever of 
supporting himself or her; and my 
wife and other children winked at 
their courtship, and contrived to 
deceive me for along time; nor do 
I know where this would have end- 
ed, had I not found an elderly 
gentleman, a relation of the young 
man, who convinced him that even 
should I succeed in raising him 
500/, out of my business, they must 
still be very poor and miserable, 
while I could hardly spare so much 
without wronging my other child- 
ren; this made my young man cool, 
but I have great reason to fear the 
disappointment has very much in- 
jured my daughter’s health, and 
made her look upon me as her ene- 
my; whereas, I am sure I should 
very much rejoice to see her set- 
tled in life with one who [ thought 
would be a good and kind husband, 
and who had a fair prospect of 
keeping her and her children from 
want. 

I dont know, Sir, whether you 
will not think me very tedious, but 
I hope this history ef the troubles 
I have fallen into by a little impru- 
dence may be a warning to others. 
Had I my time to come over again 
[should always look out for a house 
or a lodging in a place where the 











312 POPISH SUPERSTITION IN THE UNITED STATES. ¥YEB. 


Gospel is preached in the estab- 
lishment; and if I could not find 
such a place, I would stick to my 
old custom of coming in every 
Saturday night, and going to my 
own church at least once on the 
Sunday. Indeed when I reckon up 
the additional expense of seats at 
two or three places of worship, the 
being called upon for subscriptions 
for the ministers and charities be- 
longing to those places, &c. I find 
that if I had hired a coach every 
Sunday from my country-house to 
town and back again, it would have 
cost me very little more than I have 
now paid; but if it had cost me 10/. 
a year more, I am sure it would 
have been money well laid out, for 
I fear that my oversight has 
brought my family into a_ state 
which bodes nothing but trouble 
and vexation as long as I live; es- 
pecially as I perceive my two 
younger children have learnt that 
they are to think for themselves, 


and have picked up some argu-- 


ments against the church to which 
I belong, and which I find are 
taken from a book that the dis- 
senting minister secretly put into 
the hands of my wife the second 
summer she was in his congrega- 
tion, and which was carefully con- 
cealed from me. 

Thope, Sir, | know that we ought 
to obey God rather than man; and 
if my wife or children could tell 
me of any one false doctrine 
preached by our minister, I should 
think it right to attend to them; 
nay, if I found they really profited 
by going to other places, I should 
think less of it; but, Sir, they and 
their favourite ministers all allow 
that our old pastor preaches the 
truth.—lI find many holy walkers 
in his congregation, and his people 
are serious and loving Christians. 
Whereas I cannot but fear that my 
family are making religion consist 
in hearing sermons, rather than 
walking according to them; in dis- 





puting about doctrines, rather than 
practising duties; in singing hymns 
rather than in prayer, the study of 
God’s word, and a meek and loving 
spirit and temper. Sure Iam that 
neither my sons nor daughters are 
so diligent as they used to be, nor 
so dutiful to me or their mother; 
nay, I think they behave worse to 
her, though she is of their senti- 
ments, in general, than to me; and 
Iam clear that they are far more 
proud, more self-indulgent than 
they once were, and less willing to 
go out of their own way to do good 
than formerly; if therefore it is true 
that by their fruits ye shall know 
them, I cannot help fearing they 
are deceiving themselves. May 
God show them where they are 
wrong, and make them repent. 

If, Sir, my case should make any 
| persons cautious how, for the sake 
of ease and pleasure, they allow 
themselves or families to go to 
places where they are in danger of 
contracting an itching ear, I shall 
hope that my trials and misfor- 
tunes have not been in vain. 

Lam, Sir, yours at command, 

Joun Fairty. 


For the Repertory. 

Mr. Editor:—It is common for 
Catholics at the present day, to 
complain of the misrepresenta- 
tions of Protestants; and various 
statements of the Catholic Bishops 
of England and Ireland, designed 
to promote the cause of Catholic 
emancipation, have lately appear- 
ed, professing to exhibit the true 
doctrines of Popery. From these 
statements, it would seem that 
_there is scarcely any thing in the 
| Church of Rome to which a pious 
-and reasonable Christian can ob-— 
ject, with the exception of tran- 
| substantiation and purgatory. It 
| is not, however, from the interest- 

ed statements of these Bishops, 
| intended to influence a Protestant 
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parliament, that we are to learn 
the true nature of Popery, but 
from the records of civil and ec- 
clesiastical history, and from the 
books prepared under the sanction 
of the Church, for the instruction 
of her members. 

For various reasons, we might 
expect to find the Roman Catholic 
Church in this country, more free 
from error and superstition, than 
in any part of Christendom; yet, 
the following document will pro- 
bably cause no little surprise to 
those who have imbibed the idea, 
that Popery has itself undergone a 
reformation, and that enlightened 
Catholics, especially in this en- 
lightened land, disown the frauds 
and impositions of past ages. 

I some time since, met with a 
book bearing the following title:-— 

“The Pious Guide to frayer and 
“devotion, containing various frrac- 
“tices of friety, calculated to answer 
“the demands of the devout members 
“of the Roman Catholic Church.— 
“Second edition. Permissu Superi- 
“orum. New York. Published by 
“Bernard Dornim—136, Pearl 
* Street, 1808.’ 

The estimation in which this 
book is held by American Catho- 
lics, is evinced by the following 
subscriptions among others:— 
Rev, A. Kohlman, Rector of St. Peter’s 

Church, New York, 50 copies. 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Carroll, Baltimore, 100. 
Rev. Robert Mollyneux, President of 

Georgetown College, 100, 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Neale, Georgetown, 100. 
Rev. Notley Young, Washington c., 100. 

From this book, the following is 
extracted verbatim. 

“Of Agnus Dei’s. 

“An Agnus Dei, so called from the 
image of the Lamb of God impressed on 
the face of it, is made of virgin wax, bal- 
sam, and chrism, blessed according to the 
form prescribed, in the Roman Ritual.— 
The spiritual efficacy of it, is gathered 
from the prayers that the Church makes 
use of, in the blessing it, which is to 
preserve him who carries an Agnus Dei, 
or anu particle of it about him, from the 





attempts of his spiritual or temporal ene- 





mies—from the dangers of fire—of wa- 
ter—of storms and tempests—of thunder 
and lightning, and from sudden and un- 
provided death—It puts the devils to 
flight—succours women in childbed— 
takes away the stains of past sins, and 
furnishes us with new grace for the fu- 
ture, that we may be preserved from all 
adversities and perils, both in life and 
death, thro’ the cross and merits of the 
Lamb who redeemed and washed us in 
his blood. The Pope consecrates the 
Agnus Dei’s the first year of his pontifi- 
cate, and then every seventh year, on the 
Saturday before Low Sunday, with many 
fine ceremonies; and devout prayers.” — 
Page 277. 

I will make no comment on this 
extract, except that which is af- 
forded by the following passage 
from Park’s Travels in Africa— 
page 52. 

“The Saphies are prayers, or ra- 
ther sentences from the Koran, 
which the Mahomedan Priests 
write on scraps of] paper, and sell 
to the simple natives, who consider 
them to possess very extraordina- 
ry virtues. Some, of the negroes 
wear them, to guard themselves 
against the bites of snakes or alli- 
gators; and on this occasion, the 
Saphie is commonly enclosed ina 
snake’s or alligator’s skin, and tied 
round the ancle. Others have re- 
course to them in time of war, to 
protect their persons against hos- 
tile weapons; but the common use 
to which these amulets are applied 
is to prevent or cure bodily disea- 
ses; to preserve from hunger and 
thirst, and generally to conciliate 
the favour of superior powers, un- 
der all the circumstances and oc- 
currences of life.” 

Linus. 


A HUNDRED YEARS HENCE. 

It is acommon saying with some 
people when they are in trouble, 
“well, it will be all the same a hund- 
red years hence.”’” They are right 
so far as relates to the things of 
this life, but they are wrong as to 
their never-dying souls. A hund- 
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red years hence, and you will be 
either in happiness or in wo, in 
heaven or in hell. A hundred years 
did I say? It may not be a hund- 
red days, or hours, or minutes!— 
Say, then, are you pursuing only 
those things that perish with the 
using, and the value of which, 
death will entirely destroy? or, are 
you seeking the salvation of your 
soul, which will live for ever?— 
You would blame the folly of that 
man, who for the pleasure of a mo- 
ment, would sacrifice a large es- 
tate; but he is wise compared with 
the man who gives up eternal hap- 
piness for all the pleasures of the 
world. Pray then for the pro- 
mised gift of the Holy Spirit, to 
turn you from these perishing joys 
to Christ; who has brought life 
and immortality to light: believe 
on him who died for our sins, and 
arose again for our justification; 
then a hundred years hence you 
shall be with Christ, to abide with 
him for ever. Oh, my soul, a 
hundred years hence, or perhaps 
in a few days, I shall be either in 
heaven or hell! 





(From Blackwood’s Magazine, just pub- 
lished.) 
HANNAH LAMOND & THE EAGLE, 
Almost all the people in the pa- 
rish were leading in their meadow- 
hay (there were not in all its ten 
miles square twenty acres of rye- 
grass) on the same day of mid- 
summer, so drying was the sun- 
shine and the wind—and huge 
heaped-up wains, that almost hid 
from view the horses that drew 
them along the sward beginning to 
get green with a second growth, 
were moving in all directions to- 
wards the snug farm yards. Never 
had the parish seemed before so 
populous. Jocund was the balmy 
air with laughter, whistle, and 
song. But the Tregnoments threw 
the shadow “of one o’clock” on 
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the green dial face of the earth— 
the horses were unyoked and took 
instantly to grazing—groups of 
men, women, lads, lasses and chil- 
dren, collected under grove, and 
bush, and hedge row—graces were 
pronounced, some of them rather 
too tedious, in presence of the 
mantling milk cans, bullion bars 
of butter, and crackling cakes; and 
the great Being who gave them 
that day their daily bread, looked 
down from his Eternal Throne, 
well pleased with the piety of his 
thankful creatures. 

The great Golden Eagle, the 
pride and the pest of the parish, 
stooped down, and away with 
something in his talons. One sin- 
gle sudden female shriek—and 
then shouts and outcries as if a 
church spire had tumbled down on 
a congregation at a sacrament!— 
“Ffannah Lamond’s bairn!” “Han- 
nah Lamond’s bairn,”’ was the loud 
fast-spreading cry. The Eagle’s 
ta’en off Hannah Lamond’s bairn! 
and many hundred feet were in 
another instant hurrying towards 
the mountain. Two miles of hill, 
and dale, and copse, and shingle, 
and many intersecting brooks lay 
between, but in an incredibly short 
time, the foot of the mountain was 
alive with people. The eyrie was 
well known, and both old birds 
were visible on the rockledge. But 
who shall scale that dizzy cliff, 
which Mark Steuart the sailor, 
who had been at the storming of 
many a fort, attempted in vain?— 
All kept gazing, weeping, wring- 
ing of hands in vain, rooted to the 
ground, or running back and for- 
wards, like so many ants essaying 
their new wings in discomfiture.— 
‘What’s the use—what’s the use 
o: ony puir human means! We 
have no power but in prayer!’ and 
many knelt down—fathers and 
mothers thinking of their own ba- 
bies—as if they would force the 
deaf heavens to hear! 
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Hannah Lamond had all this 
while been sitting on a rock, with 
a face perfectly white, and eyes 
like those of a mad person, fixed 
ontheeyrie. Nobody had noticed 
her; for strong as all sympathies 
with her had been at the swoop of 
the Eagle, they were now swallow- 
ed up in the agony of eyesight.— 
‘Only last Sabbath was my sweet 
wee wean baptised in the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost!’ and on uttering these 
words, she flew off through the 
brakes, and over the huge stones, 
up—up—up—faster than ever 
huntsman ran in to the death— 
fearless as a goat playing among 
the precipices. No one doubted, 
no one could doubt, that she would 
soon be dashed to pieces. But 
have not people who walk in their 
sleep, obedient to the mysterious 
guidanee of dreams, clomb the 
walls of old ruins, and found footing 
even in decrepitude, along the edge 
of unguarded battlements, and 
down dilapidated staircases, deep 
as draw wells, or coal pits, and re- 
turned with open, fixed, and unsee- 
ing eyes, unharmed to their beds 
at midnight? Itis all the work of 
the soul, to whom the body is a 
slave: and shall not the agony of a 
mother’s passion—who sees her 
baby, whose warm mouth had just 
left her breast, hurried off by a de- 
mon to a hideous death—bear her 
limbs aloft wherever there is dust 
to dust, till she reach that devour- 
ing den, and fiercer and more furi- 
ous far, in the passion of love, than 
any bird of prey that ever bathed 
its beak in blood, throttle the 
fiends that with their heavy wings 
would fain flap her down the cliffs, 
and hold up her child in deliver- 
ance before the eye of the all-see- 
ing God! 

No stop—no stay—she knew not 
that she drew her breath. Beneath 
her feet Providence fastened every 
loose stone, and to her hands 
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strengthened every root. How was 
she ever to descend? That fear, 
then, but once crossed her heart, 
as up—up—to the little image 
made of her own flesh and blood. 
‘The God who holds me now trom 
perishing—will not the same God 
save me when my child is on my 
bosom?’ Down came the fierce 
rushing of the Eagle’s wings—~ 
each savage bird dashing close to 
her head, so that she saw the yel- 
lew of their wrathful eyes. All at 
once they quailed and were cowed. 
Yelling they flew off to the stump of 
an ash jutting out of a cliff, a thou- 
sand feet above the cataract; and 
the Christian mother falling across 
the eyrie, in the midst of bones and 
blood, clasped her child—dead— 
cead—-dead—no doubt; but un- 
mangled and untorn, and swaddled 
up just as it was when she laid it 
down asleep among the fresh 
hay in a nook of the harvest field. 
Oh! what pangs of perfect blessed- 
ness transfixed her heart from that 
faint feeble cry—‘It lives—it lives!’ 
and bearing her bosom, with loud 
laughter, and eyesdry as_ stones, 
she felt the lips of the unconscious 
innocent once more murmuring at 
the fount of life and love! ‘O thou 
great and thou dreadful God! 
whither hast thou brought me, one 
of the most helpless of thy crea- 
tures? Oh! save my soul, lest it pe- 


 rish, even for thy own name’s sake! 


Oh Thou, who diedst to save sin- 
ners, have mercy upon me!’ Cliffs, 
chasms, blocks of stones, and the 
skeletons of old trees—far—far 
down—and dwindled into specks, 
a thousand creatures of her own 
kind, stationary, or running to and 
fro! Was that the sound of the 
waterfall, or the faint roar of voi- 
ces? Is that her native strath? and 
that tuft of trees, does it contain 
the hut in which stands the cradle 
of her child? Never more shall it 
be rocked by her foot!) Here must 
she die; and when her breast is 
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exhausted, her baby too! And|| side of the precipice. But it was 
those horrid beaks, and eyes, and fi ncn with ivy centuries old— 
talons, and wings, will return, and || long ago dead, and without a single 
her child will be devoured at last,}! green leaf; but with thousands of 


even within the dead bosom that || arm-thick stems petrified into the 
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can protect it no more. 

Where, all this while, was Mark 
Stewart the sailor? Half way up 
the cliffs. But his eye had got dim, 
and his head dizzy, and his heart 
sick—and he who had so often 
reefed the top-gallant-sail, when at 
midnight the coming of the gale 


was heard afar, covered his face | 


with his hands, and dared look no 
longer on the swimming heights. 
“And who will take care of my poor 
bed-ridden mother,” thought Han- 
nah, whose soul, through the ex- 


haustion oi so many passions, could , 


no more retain in its grasp that 
hope which i: had clutched in des- 
pair. A voice whispered, ‘God.’ 
She looked round, expecting to see 
an angel—but nothing moved ex- 


cepta rotten branch, that, under its 
own weight, broke off from the: 
crumbling rock. Hereye, by some | 
secret sympathy o: her soul with | 
the inanimate object, watched its 
fall; and it seemed to stop, not far | 


off, on a platform. Her child was 
bound within her bosom—she re- 
membered not how or when—but 
it was safe; and scarcely daring to 
open her eyes, she slid down the 


shelving rocks, and iound herself 


on a small piece of firm root-bound 
soil, with the tops of bushes ap- 
pearing below. With fingers sud- 
denly strengthened into the power 
of iron, she swung herseli down by 
briar, and broom, and heather, and 
dwarf birch. There, a loosened 


stone lept over a ledge and no} 


sound was heard, so profound was 
its fall. There, the shingle rattled 
down the screes, and she hesitated 
not to follow.—Her feet bounded 
against the huge stone that stopped 
them, but she felt no pain. Her 
body was callous as the cliff. Steep 
as the wall ofa house was now the 














| creature. 











rock, and covering it as with a trel- 
lice. She bound her baby to her 
neck, and with hands and feet 
clung to that fearful ladder.—Turn- 
ing round her head and looking 
down, lo! the whole population of 
the parish—so great was the mul- 
titude, on their knees! and hush, 
the voice of psalms! a hymn brea- 
thing the spirit of one united pray- 
er! Sad and solemn was the strain, 
but nothing dirge-like, breathing 
not of death but deliverance. Often 
had she sung that tune, perhaps 
the very words, but them she 


| heard not—in her own hut, she 
'and her mother—or in the kirk, 
| along with all the congregation. 


An unseen hand seemed fastening: 
her fingers to the ribs of ivy, and 
in sudden inspiration, believing 
that her life was to be saved, she 
became almost as fearless as if she 
had been changed into a winged 
Again her feet touched 
stones and earth; the psalm was 


|| hushed; but a tremulous sobbing 


voice was close beside her, and lo! 
a she goat, with two little kids at 
her ieet! * Wild heights,’ thought 
she,‘do these creatures climb—but 
the dam will lead down her kids by 
the easiest paths, for oh, even in 
the brute creatures what is the 
holy power of a mother’s love!” — 
and turning round her head, she 
kissed her sleeping baby, and for 


| the first time she wept. 


Overhead frowned the front of 
the precipice never touched before 
by human hand or foot. No one 
had ever dreamt of scaling it, and 


| the Golden Eagles knew that well, 


in their instinct; as, before they 
built their eyrie, they had brushed it 
with their wings. Butall the rest 
of this part of the mountain side, 
though scarred, and seamed, and 





1 827. 


ch asmed, was yet accessible—and 
m ore than one person.in the parish 
had reached the bottom of the 
Glead’s Cliff. Many were now 


attempting it—and ere this cau-|. 


tious mother had followed her 
dumb guides a hundred yards, 
though among dangers that, al- 
though enough to terrify the stout- 
est heart, were traversed by her 
without a shudder, the head of one 
man appeared, and then the head of 
another, and she knew that God had 
delivered her and her child in safe- 
ty, into the care of their fellow-crea- 
tures. Not a word was spoken— 
eyes said enough; she hushed her 
friends with her hands; and with 
uplifted eyes pointed to the guides 
sent to her by Heaven. Small 
green plots where those creatures 
nibble the wild flowers, became 
now more frequent—trodden lines, 
‘almost as easy as sheep paths, 
showed that the dam had not led 
her young into danger; and now the 
brushwood dwindled away into 
straggling shrubs, and the party 
stood on a little eminence above 
the stream, and forming part of 

the strath. 
There had been trouble and agi- 
tation, much sobbing, and many 
tears, among the multitude, while 
the mother was scaling the cliffs— 
sublime was the shout that echoed 
afar the moment she reached the ey- 
rie—then had succeeded a silence 
as deep as death, and in a little while 
arose that hymning prayer, suc- 
ceeded by mute supplication—the 
wildness of thankful and congra- 
tulatory joy had next its sway; and 
now that her salvation was sure, 
the great crowd rustled like a 
wind-swept wood. And for whose 
sake was all this alternation of 
agony? A poor humble creature, 
unknown to many even by name; 
one who had but few friends, nor 
wished for more; contented to 
work all day, here, there, any 
where, that she might be able to 
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support her aged mother and her 
little child; and who on Sabbath 
took her seat in an obscure pew, 
set apart for paupers, in the kirk! 

‘Fall back and give her fresh 
air!’ said the old minister of the 
parish; and the circle of close faces 
widened round her lying as in 
death. ‘Gie me the bonny bit 
bairn into my arms,’ cried first one 
mother and then another as it was 
tenderly handed round the circle 
of kisses, many of the snooded 
maidens bathing its face in tears. 
‘There’s not a single scratch about 
the puir innocent, for the Eagle 
you see maus hae stuck its talons 
into the lang claes and the shawl. 
But still maune they be who see not 
the finger o’ God in this thing!’ 

Hannah started up from her 
swoon and looking wildly round, 
cried, ‘Oh! the Bird—the Bird!—~ 
the Eagle—the Eagle! The Eagle 
has carried off my bonny wee 
Walter; is there nane to pursue?’ 
A neighbour put her baby into her 
breast, and shutting her eyes, and 
smiting her forehead, the sorely 
bewildered creature said in a low 
voice, ‘And waaken—oh! tell me if 
I’m waaken; or, if a’ this be the 
wark of a fever, and the delirium 
o’ a dream?’ 

Trreligion always the same. 

Irreligion is always the same.— 
In different ages and under different 
circumstances, it does indeed, ex- 
hibit itself under a corresponding 
diversity ef appearances: but the 
spirit and tendency are always the 
same. Ina barbarous age, when 
freedom of opinion is repressed by 
the strong arm of power, infidelity 
conceals itself under the exterior 
of religious formality. In times 
when a Strong reaction has taken 
place, it avows itself in unblushing 
mockery of all decorum. In a 
more settled and refined state of 
things, its appearance is propor- 
tionally refined: and what was once 
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avowedly unbelief and atheism, is, 
by the smooth courtesy of the pre- 
sent enlightened times, “liberality 
of sentiment,” and “rational reli- 
gion.” 














Inconsistency of Unitarianism, 


In the system of Unitarians, no- 
thing is so remarkable as its glaring 
inconsistency with itself. Vhe pro- 
fessor of this system rejects all 
mysteries, because he cannot com- 
prehend them,—and at the same 
time admits the most incomprehen- 
sible of all mysteries, the existence 
and infinite perfections of the Dei- 
ty. He rejects, as utterly incon- 
ceivable, the incarnation of the Son 
of God: while he receives, with- 
out hesitation, the account of many 
miracles of a nature certainly quite 
as inconceivable. He denies the 
atonement offered on the cross,— 
yet admits the belief in a resurrec- 
tion of the body. In short, he ap- 
plies his principles of reasoning 
only to a few of those particulars, 
which are laid before him, and 
leaves the others untouched. He 
























New Publications. 


Essays upon Popular Education, con- 
taining a particular Examination of the 
Schools of Massachusetts, and an Outline 
of an Institution for the Education of 
Teachers; by James G. Carter. 8vo: pp. 
60. Boston: Bowles & Dearborn. 

We have long mourned over the cri- 
minal indifference which is manifested in 
our community, to the important inte- 
rests of “Popular Education.” It cannot 
be concealed, notwithstanding our boast- 
ful pretensions, that as a people we are 
far from being truely enlightened and 
well informed; and even among our best 
educated fellow-citizens, few proceed 
farther than to perceive clearly and feel 
acutely the imperfections of their intel- 
lectual cultivation. As a mass, we are 
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grossly ignorant, and liable, in almost | 
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explains away some truths by 


his metaphorical interpretations, 
whilst many, just as much open to 
such interpretation, are leftin their 
naked simplicity. 





For the Repertory. 
Gop of wisdom! God of pow’r! 

Ruling still thy vast domains; 

Whether blackning tempests low’r, 

Or thy solar glory reigns:— 

Mighty Maker! Mighty Lord!— 

Fill’d with joy, or sunk in grief, 

I believe thy written word:— 

Help, oh! help mine unbelief! 


God of mercy! God of love!— 
While thy floods of blessing roll, 
Streaming from thy throne above, 
Pouring rapture on my soul; 
Mine—a heart depraved and vain; 
Mine—of sinful souls the chief:— 
Lord! I own a Saviour slain:— 
Help, oh! help mine unbelief! 


Sacred source of pow’r divine! 
God of dread futurity! 
All I am is wholly thine: 
All my soul I yield to thee.— 
Tho’ thy sin-avenging sword 
Pierce my heart with poignant grief. 
Lord! I will believe thy word.— 
Help, oh! help mine unbelief! 


every way, to the broadest imposition. 
As an evidence of this want of due attain- 
ments in knowledge, we mention the es- 
timation in which Instructers of youth 
are commonly held. Of no class in so- 
ciety, are the duties more arduous, or 
the charge more responsible;—and, yet, 
“Teacher” is almost a term of reproach 
and contempt. We know, indeed, that 
our schools are in many cases supplied 
by the refuse of other professions; but 
this serves only to confirm us in the opi- 
nion that this valuable branch of national 
incustry has not risen to its proper level 
in the public mind. While poorly re- 
warded and less esteemed, will individu- 
als who can earn a livelihood in any other 
way, submit to the caprice of ignorant 
parents, and to the waywardness of spoil- 
ed children, and waste their strength and 
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break down their spirits in thankless toil? 

We have ventured upon these remarks 
from the conviction that nothing can save 
us from degrading ignorance as a people, 
but the general employment of better 
teachers, and the better requital of 
those valuable ones already employed, so 
as to secure their continued labours.— 
We have been led to this notice by an 
article of high interest in the North Ame- 
rican Review for January 1827, from 
which we shall present our readers with 
an extract. 

“What office under Heaven can be 
more momentous, or more dignified, than 
that which takes charge of the immortal 
mind? Who does not feel that the great 
Fenelon, when he devoted the powers of 
his noble and gifted mind to the educa- 
tion of the young Duke of Burgundy, was 
adequately and worthily employed ?— 
There is but one higher place in the in- 
tellectual scale; and we hesitate not to 
say, it is that of the parent. ‘The cler- 
gyman shall be allowed to magnify his of- 
fice; and in a proper sense he cannot 
magnify it too highly. But when he ad- 
dresses the people, his precept, his di- 
rection, is general.. He can take no 
such minute care and oversight of the 
mind and heart, as belong to the parent 
and teacher. We join these together; 
for the office of the teacher, so far as 
the intellect is concerned, is essentially 
parental. He is guiding minds which 
must suffer or enjoy an unknown a- 
mount, through an unknown extent of 
time, from his influence; and he, who 
takes upon himself such a responsibility, 
and yet feels no anxiety for his qualifica- 
tions, is fit for nothing but to sit in the 
magisterial chair, and hold a ferule in his 
hand; and then the subjects on which 
he operates, ought to be literal stocks 
and stones.” 

The publication, whose title is plac- 
ed at the head of these remarks, propo- 
ses to remedy the existing evils of our 
system of common education, by institu- 
tions designed to qualify instructers es- 
pecially for their profession. 

We should hail the adoption of the 
measures Mr. Carter proposes, as the 
dawn of a brighter era for our free but 
infant country. When teachers are 
fitted for their work, and invested with 
a merited independence of the prejudi- 
ces and ignorance of a badly educated 
community —we may hope for a vast ac- 
cession of intellectual strength to our en- 
terprising nation. The claims to distinc- 
tion in all ether professions, will be more 
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accurately investigated, and must rest 
upon more solid foundations. The legis- 
lators of our country must represent the 
intellect as well as the political feelings 
of their constituents, and on every hand 
truth will break from its concealment— 
sophistry will try its magic spell in vain, 
and fustian and bombast and grandilo- 
quous nonsense will be heard only to be 
despised. 

We shall close these imperfect but 
well-meant remarks by an extract from 
President Lindsley’s address to the class 
that. graduated in Cumberland College, 
Tennessee, October 4th, 1826. His re- 
marks are directed especially to the in- 
terests of education in his own state, but 
will apply with nearly equal force to eve- 
ry State in the Union. 

“Common schools, then, are needed in 
Tennessee. How shall they be estab- 
lished? Let the people decide. What 
character and form shall they assume? 
Let every county be divided into such a 
number of school districts, or depart- 
ments, as will conveniently accommodate 
all the inhabitants. Erect comfortable 
and commodious school houses. Attach 
to each school house a lot of ten acres of 
land, for the purpose of healthful exer- 
cise, gardening, farming, and the mecha- 
nical arts. For the body requires train- 
ing as well as the mind. Besides, as 
multitudes must live by manual labour, 
they ought betimes to acquire habits of 
industry, economy, temperance, hardi- 
hood, muscular strength, skill, and dex- 
terity. Employ teachers qualified to go- 
vern and instruct children in the best 
possible manner. Pay them according 
to their merit. Pay any sum necessary 
to command the services of the best and 
most accomplished teachers. Parsimo- 
ny in this particular is not only impolitic; 
it is mean, it is absurd, it is ruinous. 

“Better have no teacher, than to have 
incompetent, immoral, lazy, pussionate, 
or indiscreet ones, however cheaply they 
may be procured. Their influence will 
not be merely negative; it will be posi- 
tive and most powerful. 

“] have often looked with horror upon 
the kind of common schools and teachers 
to which thousands of children, during 
several of their best years, are cruelly 
and wantonly subjected in ‘the older 
states. But it isor was the fashion, in 
many places, to hire a blockhead or va- 
gabond, because he would teach a child 
for a dollar and twenty-five cents per 
quarter! Now if there be any thing on 
earth for which a parent ought to feel dis- 
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posed to pay liberally, it is for the faithful 
instruction of his children. Compared 
with this, all other interests vanish like 
chaff before the wind—it is less than no- 
thing. And yet, unless the world has 
suddenly grown much wiser, there is no 
service so grudgingly and pitifully re- 
warded. The consequence is what might 
have been expected. Every man of cle- 
verness and ambition will turn his back 
with scorn upon the country school He 
will become a lawyer, a physician, a mer- 
chant, a mechanic, a farmer, or a farmer’s 
overseer in preference. Until school 
keeping be made an honourable and a lu- 
crative profession, suitable teachers will 
never be forthcoming in this free coun- 
try.” 


A Sermon on the Apostolic Mission 
and the doctrine of Baptism. By the 
Rev. George Atkins. Knoxville, Tennes- 
see. 

Immortality proved by the Testimony 
of Sense; in which is contemplated the 
doctrine of Spectres, and the existence 
of a particular Spectre. By Abraham 
Cumming. Bath, Maine. 

[We deprecate the indulgence of these 
idle dreams, and would stay the press 


from their publication. If the authors of 
them were to confine them within their 
own brains, they would soon expire for 


want of air and exercise. Let us never 
forget, that in this fleshly tabernacle “we 
walk by faith, and not by sight.’’} 


The Canon of the Old and New Tes- 
taments ascertained, or the Bible com- 
plete without the Apocrypha and un- 
written traditions. By Archibald Alex- 
ander. 

[This is a work of much interest and 
value and will add new strength to the 
confidence with which we cling to our 
Bibles as the word of God, while it ena- 
bles us to estimate only at their true 
worth, those productions which unholy 
hands have foisted into God’s word, and 
piled upon it—until the truth seemed 
lost under superincumbent rubbish.] 


Elnathan; a Narrative illustrative of 
the manners of the ancient Israelites.— 
Philadelphia. 18mo. 

Review of Bishop Hobart’s Sermon, 
entitled, “The United States of America 
compared with some European coun- 
tries, particularly England—contained in 
the London Quarterly Theological Re- 
view for June, 1826; with two answers to 
the same, &c. T.& J. Swords. 
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Foreign Publications. 

The History of the Church of Christ, 
particularly in its Lutheran Branch, from 
the Diet of Augsburg, A. D. 1530, to the 
death of Luther, A. D. 1546; by John 
Scott, M. A. London. 

A comparative view of Christianity and 
of other forms of Religion, particularly 
with regard to their.moral tendency; by 
Wm. Lawrence Brown, D.D. 2 vs. 8vo. 
London. 

A Review of the progress of Religious 
Opinions, during the 19th century, by J. 
C. L. Simonde de Sismondi. Translated 
from the French. 

Discourses on the Recognition of each 
other in a future state of existence; by 
Archdeacon Shepherd, 8vo. 

Fears of a Dying Christian annihilated 
by the Hope of Heaven; by the Rev. 
John Mason. 

Biblical Researches in Russia, includ- 
ing a Tour in the Crimea and the Pas- 
sage of the Caucasus, &c.; by E. Hen- 
derson. 8vo. 

History of the Inquisition of Spain, a- 
bridged and translated from the original 
of D. Llorente, formerly Secretary of the 
Inquisition. 15s. 


Proposed Works. 

It is proposed to publish, in New Or- 
leans, The Cunquest of Constantinople. 
By Geoffroy de Ville Hardouin, Marshall 
of Champagne. Translated by A. Dave- 
rac. 

In his general Prospectus of his work 
the translator speaks as follows: 

“There exists no English translation, I 
believe, of the Conquest of Constantino- 
ple, and the silence of Gibbon, who some- 
times cites the text and at others trans- 
lates the original, warrants the conclu- 
sion. 

“This translation will be prefaced by a 
concise history of the Crusades, which 
preceded that ef the French and Vene- 
tians. A rapid sketch of those memora- 
ble expeditions, too short to fatigue 
those who have studied the eventful his- 
tory of the middle ages, and yet suffi- 
ciently full to present a general view of 
that epoch, will give additional interest 
to the narration. This will be followed 
by ashort biography of Ville Hardouin. 
I remember that after perusing the his- 
tory of the Conquest of Constantinople, I 
felt solicitous to be informed of the sub- 
sequent destinies of the chronicler—of 
the daring Knight who had hurled the 
gauntlet of defiance at the feet of an 
Emperor seated on his throne and sur- 
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rounded by his guards and courtiers, and 
that obsequious train of slaves and eu- 
nuchs, the inseparable att endants of ori- 
ental greatness. [I have thought that the 
result of my researches would gratify the 
curiosity of those readers who might 
feel the same desire.” J 

Carey & Lea, Philadelphia, will pub- 
lish in March, the first number of a new 
Periodical Journal, to be entitled, ‘The 
American Quarterly Review’. 

Their design is nationalas far as it can 
be so extended. For that object impar- 
tiality as well as breadth of survey and 
variety of subject will be invariably stu- 
died. In Philadelphia the aid of many 
gentlemen of superior ability and scho- 
lastic and scientific acquirements have 
been already secured; but as it is desyred 
to bring inte action talent and knowledge 
wherever situated, contributions are in- 
vited from writers throughout the Union, 
to whom personal applications may not be 
made, and the publishers pledge them- 
selves to pay liberally for such articles as 
shall be inserted in the work. The du- 
ties of editorship will be confided to a 
gentleman of high literary reputation. 

With regard to the subjects which are 
embraced in the design of the American 
Quarterly Review, its title and the com- 
mon and known contents of the existing 
models bespeak them sufficiently. Pre- 
ference must be given to works and ma- 
terials, to principles and opinions, espe- 
cially interesting and useful to our own 


country, whether they be of domestic or . 


foreign origin. Mere party or local poli- 
tics, polemical theology, involving inju- 
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rious and irritating imputations,* and 
whatever tends to disturb essential mo- 
rals, fundamental christian faith, or re- 
publican theory will be rigorously exclu- 
ded. As the work is not intended to be 
devoted to the views or favorite ends of 
any member or section of the Union, nei- 
ther will it be to any exclusive or partial 
doctrines in any of the admitted subjects. 

The utmost latitude of opinion and dis- 
cussion will be allowed that is compatible 
with the limits, temper and general me- 
rit to be required in each article. The 
resources and connexions of the pro- 
prietors are such as to place within their 
reach copious information of the cotem- 
porary literature and public concerns of 
the principal countries in Europe and 
America, and they will sedulously avail 
themselves of all means of the kind which 
they can command, for the enrichment 
of the Review. 

They scarcely need to add that the 
work will be truely American in spirit and 
drift: patriotisin alert, emphatic, resolute, 
militant even under certain circumstan- 
ces, is a trait which should distinguish 
it and every similar production of this 
country. 

Great Britain. 

Memoirs of the Court of Queen Anne, 
by a lady. A work on the same subject 
by Mr. Roscoe. History of the reign of 
Henry VIII. by Mr. S. Turner. History 
of France by Mr. Hawkseworth. A vin- 
dication of his History of England, by Dr. 
Lingard. The Letters, Memoirs, &c. of 
General Wolfe. Life of Napoleon, by 
Sir Walter Scott, in six volumes. 


- 





Religious Xutelligence. 


[From the Missionary Herald.} 
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From Mr. Goodell to the Corresponding 
Secretary. 
Beyroot, (Syria) June 19, 1826, 
My design in this communica- 

tion, is to state a few facts, which 
have an important bearing on this 
mission, and which will place be- 
fore you some of its interesting 
features; and as théy are entirely 
unconnected with each other, I 
shall arrange them under separate 
heads. 








Of the Jews. 

When we first came to Beyroot, 
the Jews had no more dealings 
with us, than they had of old with 
the Samaritans. We could not in- 
duce them even to call upon us; 
and if we visited them or their 
school, they looked upon us with 
theeyeof suspicion. But acourse 
of uniform kindness on our part 
has apparently overcome many of 
their prejudices, and inspired them 
with confidence; and we now have 
much intercourse and much reli- 
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gious conversation with them. 
Two years ago they would pur- 
chase only a certain edition of the 
Old Testament; now they come a 
journey of several days, and pur- 
chase even the prohibited edition. 
Then they would not purchase the 
Prophets by themselves, and the 
very name of the New Testament 
appeared to excite great uneasiness 
and abhorrence in their minds; now 
they purchase not only the Pro- 
phets but even the New Testament, 
also, when it is bound up with 
their own Scriptures.* Zhen they 
had no other idea of Christian- 
ity than what they had acquired 
by seeing the superstitions, idola- 
tries, and abominations of these 
corrupt churches; now a few of 
those in Beyroot have had entirely 
different views presented to their 
minds, and many solemn consider- 
ations urged upon them. One in- 


dividual, with whom we have had 


the most conversation, has promis- 
ed toread the New Testament, and 
to believe in Christ, if he finds 
evidence that he is the true Mes- 
siah. We had just succeeded in 
establishing a school among them, 
when it was broken up amidst 
those terrible occurrences, which 
followed the visit of the Greeks 
here, and has not been since re- 
newed. The Jews, like the Chris- 
tians, are lamentably ignorant of 
their own Scriptures; and, like the 
latter, have incorporated with di- 
vine truth so many of their own 
traditionary legends and absurd 
tales, that to bring them back to 
the simple word of God, is like 
clearing away piles of rubbish, 
which have been accumulating for 
many centuries. 


* Since writing the above, we have 
learnt with grief, that the Jews, who 
bought the whole Bible in Hebrew, cut 
out the New Testament in many instan- 
ces, if not in every one, and sold it in the 
Bazar for waste paper. 
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Of the Armenians. 


You already know, that the Arch- 
bishop at Sidon, the Archbishop in 
my family, and the monk in my 
service, have married wives, in 
violation of the most sacred canons 
of their own, and of all the orien- 
tal churches. This bold step of 
theirs, in breaking away from the 
customs of their fathers, has been 
noised abroad through the whole 
country, and has produced not a 
little excitement. Another Ar- 
menian monk, has also recently 
followed their example, under cir- 
cumstances of special interest, 
which are as follows: 

Archbishop Jaceb Aga, at Si- 
don, sent him to Damascus to 
transact business with the Pasha. 
The Pasha made many particular 
inquiries respecting the Arch- 
bishop, his age, circumstances, 
family, character, &c.; and similar 
inquiries, also, respecting the 
Archbishop, who is with me at 
Beyroot. He then said to the Ca- 
di, the Moolla, the Mufti, and all 
his courtiers about him, “Listen; 
one year ago, while I was with the 
Grand Vizier at Constantinople, 
the Armenian Patriarch came _ be- 
fore him, with a long complaint 
in writing against Jacob Aga, and 
Signor Carabet, for marrying 
wives; saying it was contrary to 
their sacred books, an innovation 
in their church, &c. &c. But be- 
fore he had finished what he had 
written, the Grand Vizier, looking 
at him with a smile of contempt, 
said, ‘You may put up your pa- 
pers. If your books are opposed 
to the marriage of the clergy, your 
books are not sacred, they are 
false. Our books are true and 
sacred. The Koran is from God, 
and commends marriage in all.’ 
With this he dismissed the Patri- 
arch.” Then turning to the Ar- 
menian, the Pasha said, “Are you 
not also amonk?”’ Being answer- 
ed in the affirmative, “I advise you 
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as a friend,” said he, “to follow 
your false books no longer, but to 
take a_ wife.” 
overjoyed, hastened back to Sidon, 
on the next day after his arrival 
married a wife, and the day follow- 
ing came to Beyroot, to inform us 
of all that had passed. 

One important benefit of these 
marriages has been, to excite in- 
quiry, to bring the Bible into no- 
tice, and to lead to the examina- 
tion of other customs and canons, 
which have had the sanction of 
ages, and all the corroboration, 
which pretended miracles could 
give. I do not think I state more 
than sober facts will justify, when 
I say, that the Armenians appear 
to be awakening from the slumber 
of many generations, and to be in 
a state well suited to receive a 
powerful and desirable impression 
from the labours, and examples, 
and instructions of able and devot- 
ed missionaries. 

Jacob Aga, at Sidon, collects his 
neighbours every Sabbath, and 
reads with them, or to them, the 
sacred Scriptures, interspersing 
the same with remarks, which, 
though probably not very experi- 
mental or spiritual, but confined to 
the external affairs of the church, 
yet serve to direct men’s attention 
to the Bible, and thus to “prepare 
the way of the Lord.’ Two or 
three individuals, and one of them 
of the Greek Catholic church, now 
enter into all his views, and take 
part with him in all his discus- 
sions. 

Signor Wortabet, in my service, 
who left the convent about a year 
and a half ago, as wild and as 
thoughtless, as it was in the nature 
of a convent to makehim, has now 
apparently conviction of sin, and 
is an earnest inquirer, not so much 
to know what is truth, as to know 
what salvation is, and how it is to 
be obtained. After a deeply in- 
teresting conversation with him a 
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few evenings since, in which I 
seemed really to have come once 
more into the province of the Holy 
Spirit, he made a request, which, 
as it was the first of the kind ever 
made to me in Syria, was deeply 
affecting to me. “I wish you,” 
said he, “to pray for me. Pray 
that God would send his Holy 
Spirit to form in me a new nature. 
I pray more earnestly for this 
every day, and desire it more ar- 
dently, than any thing else, or than 
all things else in the world. ButI 
fear, God will not hear my prayers. 
I think he will hear yours.”—In 
this request, he was joined by an- 
other individual, of whom more 
presently. 
Of Individual Inquirers. 

It was not till within a few 
months, that we found any among 
the Arabs, who would acknowledge 
themselves to be in a state of sin 
and death. Every body “fasted 
twice a week, and thanked God, 
that he was not as other men.” 
Several individuals appear now to 
be convinced, that they are in a 
state of condemnation; and when 
asked the question, frankly confess, 
*T] have not been born again; I am 
dead in trespasses and sins; I am 
in the broad road that leadeth to 
destruction.”” On such minds, di- 
vine truth, of course, falls with ad- 
ditional power. Of this class are 
three of our schoolmasters. 

A few no longer frequent the 
churches, nor confess to the 
priests, nor observe the fasts, nor 
pray to the saints, nor bow down 
before their images, nor regard the 
festivals in honour of them. Of 
this class, is an Arab youth of the 
Greek Church, who has been with 
me near two years. Itis now more 
than six months, that he has pro- 
fessed to renounce all dependence 
for salvation upon the intercessions 
of the saints, the numerous fasts, 
the oft repeated prayers, and pre- 
scribed nostrums of his church, 
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and to believe, that the blood of 
Christ alone can cleanse him from 
guilt. On the'recent death of his 
mother, he refused to pay any thing 
to the priests to secure their pray- 
ers for her benefit. His father and 
brother and friends, first entreated, 
and then reviled him, and the 
priests threatened him; but he still 
persisted, saying, “I had better buy 
bread and give to the poor, for this 
will be a real charity; whereas, 
praying forever for my mother, 
will not alter her condition.” The 
priests said, that perhaps he would 
soon die, and no body would pray 
for him. He replied, “I wish no 
one to pray for me after I am dead; 
it will be of no avail. Now while 
I am in life, 1 must love God, and 
read his word, and believe on 
Christ, and that is sufficient.” 
“*What!.have you turned English?” 
they exclaimed. “It makes no 
difference what I am,” said he, “if 
Tam right.” 

Of this class, also, is another 
Arab youth of the same Church, 
about thirteen years of age, whom 
we have instructed in Italian and 
English, and caused to be instruct- 
ed in the grammar of his own lan- 
guage, and in ancient and modern 
Greek. His nameis Asaad Jacob; 
for more than three months he has 
been in my family, and is now of 
use to me in copying English and 
Italian, and writing Arabic and 
Greek. He was thoroughly super- 
stitious, and really believed, as he 
recently told me, that the priests 
were able to pardon whatever sins 
he might be guilty of; and that, on 
this presumption, he might deliber- 
ately commit, before hand, any sin, 
which it might be for his interest 
or pleasureto commit. Many have 
been the conversations we have had 
with him during eighteen months 
past, many the opportunities we 
have embraced of reading the 
Scriptures with him, and many and 
various the arguments we have set 
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before him from the Bible; but not 
till after a long time, did there ap- 
pear to be a surrender of his former 
erroneous opinions, or the least a- 
batement of his confidence in the 
councils and fathers, and in the 
dogmas of the church. But in re- 
gard to all these things he is now 
entirely changed, and in conse- 
quence, has brought down upon 
himself the displeasure of his pa- 
rents and friends, and the indig- 
nation of the priesthood. “Ah!” 
said one of his brothers, after urg- 
ing him in vain to attend upon some 
of their foolish ceremonies, “you 
have become what I always said 
you would, if you had so much 
intercourse with these men, viz. 2 
heretic.” One of the priests, after 
railing at him a considerable time 
in the church, broke out in excla- 
mations like these; “Alas! unhappy 
youth! lost! lost! lost! gone beyond 
redemption! undone forever!” 

he paused. “But is there no 
help? Can nothing be done to ar- 
rest divine vengeance, and to save 
this youth from everlasting fire?” 
After a second pause, he turned to 
Asaad, and said, with softened 
tones, “But perhaps there may yet 
be hope. If you will purchase a 
few candles to burn before the bless- 
ed Virgin, I will undertake your 
cause, and will save your soul from 
eternal death.” This took place 
before he had broken off from all 
connexion with his church, and 
tended greatly to hasten his entire 
separation from it. 

After such a change in his views 
he thought himself, (as it would be 
very natural for him to think,) re- 
newed in heart; but having become 
more acquainted with the nature of 
this change, he is now without 
hope, and is the individual, who 
united with Signor Wortabet in 
that interesting request above men- 
tioned, that I would pray the Fa- 
ther to send them the Holy Spirit. 

Of the younger brother df Asaad 
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Shediak, we know but little at pre- 
sent, except that he refuses to go to 
confession, desires us to remember 
him in our prayers, and is called by 
the Patriarch a Heretic and accursed. 

Another Maronite youth near us, 
appears te be in as interesting a 
state of mind, as any I have de- 
scribed. He had imbibed strong 
prejudices against us, and had 
avoided all intercourse with us, till 
his own mind had become deeply 
impressed by reading a New Testa- 
ment, that fellinhis way. He now 
comes almost every night to read 
the Scriptures with Mr. Bird, and 
to beg his prayers. He himself 
thinks that he has been born again; 
but, though his case appears hope- 
ful, we choose for the present to 
suspend our opinion. The perse- 
cutions, which, unless “a great 
company of the Priests become obe- 
dient to the Faith,” seem likely to 
fall heavily upon all who openly 
espouse the cause and the religion 
of the Bible, will doubtless, have 
the effect of preventing many from 
permanently joining us, whose 
hearts are not under an influence 
morethan human. That such an 
influence begins to be felt here, we 
can no longer doubt. It really 
seems, as if this were “the accepta- 
ble year of the Lord,” and asif the 
Holy Comforter, so long banished 
from these regions, had come back 
in triumph, to make these “tents of 
Kedar” once more the sweet abodes 
of peace and love. We have joy 
in our hearts; we have joy in our 
dwellings; and we look, with the 
most devout earnestness, and de- 
lightful anticipations, to the day 
when such “times of refreshing 
shall come,” as shall give joy to all 
the churches, and shall fill all hea- 
ven with praise. 
Yours affectionately, 

W. GoopeE Lt. 


In a postscript to a letter, Mr. 
Goodell states this noticeable fact: 
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It is very common here for 
people to change their. religion, 
i. e. to become Greek, or Greek 
Catholic, or Maronite, or Latin, 
&c. and nothing is thought of it;— 
but to become truly Aonest, serious, 
conscientious Christians, to take the 
word of God as the only rule of 
faith and practice, and to live sober- 
ly, righteously, and godly in the 
world; this it is to be feared, has 
not been known. here before for 
many centuries, and it awakens 
all the malice and rage of minds, 
that are “enmity against God.” 

July 26.—So much is now tran- 
spireing every day in regard to re- 
ligion, as to keep us in a high state 
of expectation. Scarcely a day 
passes, in which we can be said 
to have quiet, unagitated minds. 
Another Armenian priest has come 
a long journey to see us and to 
join us, so that I see not but that 
we are likely to become a kingdom 
of Priests and Archbishops. The 
Greek Catholic Bishop sent his 
deacon four times recently to con- 
verse with an individual at Saide, 
whom he suspected of embracing 
our faith; but the individual used 
such unanswerable arguments with 
the deacon, as to bring him over 
to the same views. O that the 
work of regeneration might keep 
pace with the excitement! Asaad 
Shediak—it is now a week since 
we have dared to pray for him with 
any degree of confidence, that he 
was living. Though, if he be still 
alive, we have much hope of his 
being restored to us immediately; 
as the Patriarch confesses himself 
wearied out in attempting to re- 
claim him, saying he becomes 
more a heretic every day. 

The Patriarch wrote to the 
brothers of Asaad, to come and 
take him; for he was almost dead 
from his bonds and stripes, and he 
could not bring him back to the Ca- 
tholi¢e faith. 
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WOLFF’S CAMBRIDGE ADDRESS. 
The London Sun, of Nov. 16th, contains 


the following interesting Address of 


Mr. Wolff, the Missionary, at the an- 
nual meeting of the Cambridge, (Eng.) 
Auxiliary for promoting Christianity 
among the Jews. It embraces asketch 
of his history since leaving England 

in 1821, 

The Rev. Joseph Wolff, after 
apologizing for his imperfect pro- 
nunciation of the English lan- 
guage, said, “Ladies and Gentle- 
men, I feel ‘that I am surrounded 
by acquaintances and friends, whom 
I-am truely happy to meet upon 
this interesting occasion; but as I 
shall have to travel with you from 
Mesopotamia and Persia to Cam- 
bridge, in a less period than an 
hour, I shall have no time to spare 
to offer you my congratulations, 
but will endeavour to narrate to 
you a few particulars, as briefly as 
possible. I left Cambridge in 
1821, and proceeded to Alexan- 


dria, for the purpose of preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to my 
brethren, the Jews—the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, who is over all, God 


blessed for ever. I arrived at 
Alexandria, and took up my lodg- 
ing at the house of Mr. Lee, the 
British Consul; I had no thought 
that the Jews would come to search 
for me, and how should I? but the 
Lord’s thoughts are not as our 
thoughts, nor his ways as our ways; 
and in a few days I was visited by 
a number of Jews, both old and 
young, to whom I proclaimed the 
Gospel night and day, and distri- 
buted among them several hufidred 
copies of the New Testament.— 
From Alexandria, I went to Cairo; 
but here I shall leave the Jews for 
ashort space, and mention a philo- 
sopher whom I met with at Cairo. 
This person advised me to speak 
only with the Rabbies, and not with 
the ignorant Jews; but Idid not take 
his advice. The philosopher said 
he believed that the pyramids had 
been lodges of freemasons, and 
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that Moses was the first grand 
master. ‘This person was a Ro- 
man Catholic by birth, and an in- 
fidel by persuasion, and we _ per- 
ceived by this, that pseudo-phylo- 
sophy and popery try to monopo- 
lize science and religion, and suffer 
millions of people to starve, and to 
sink into utter darkness. . But this 
philosopher, while he was denying 
the possibility of a higher com- 
munication from heaven, pretend- 
ed to have intercourse with hea- 
venly spirits, and persuaded him- 
self that he had a divine commu- 
nication. On one occasion, he 
was in company with me and Mr. 
Salt, when he directed his mind 
upwards, and exclaimed, “I will 
come directly.” We asked him 
to whom he was speaking; he re- 
plied, that he had had a communi- 
cation with a heavenly spirit, and 
was directed to go from Cairo to 
Calcutta, but that he should be 
back in half an hour. (A laugh.) 
I knew it would be in vain to rea- 
son with this deluded man; and re- 
collecting that I had a dear friend 
at Calcutta, I asked him if he 
would take a letter for me, and 
bring an answer back again; and I 
wish to ask Mr. Thomason, who 
is in this assembly, if he ever re- 
ceived a letter from me by this 
conveyance. (Loud laughing.)— 
The philosopher, however, would 
not take the letter for me, perhaps 
he thought that as he was to be so 
expeditious, it would detain him 
too long. At Cairo I met with 
some Cairite Jews, (or children of: 
the Bible, as they call themselves, ) 
with whom I sang their beautiful 
hymns, and at the end of the hymn 
I added, “Look on him whom ye 
have pierced, and mourn;” and 
thus by becoming “a Jew to the 
Jews,” and singing with them 
their hymns, I have gained more 
ground, than by disputing with 
them for. hours. From Cairo, I 
went to Mount Horeb and Mount 
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Sinai, and left copies of the Gospel 
with the monks at Mount Horeb, 
and with the Arabs who were wan- 
dering in those parts. 
thence I went to Joppa, and “lodg- 
ed at the house of one Simon, the 
tanner, by the sea-side;”’ there al- 
so I distributed copies-of the 
Word of God, and held a conver- 
sation with one of the descendants 
of the Samaritans about the truths 
of the Gospel. Poor Samaritans 
still believe that our Lord ought 
to be worshipped upon Mount 
Gerizim, and not upon Mount Zi- 
on. From JoppalI wentto Jerusa- 
Jem, “whither the tribes went up— 
the tribes of the Lord,’ and in 
defiance of Popish missionaries, 
and the Pope himself, the Gospel 
of Christ was given and preached 
to the Jews and Romanists, to Ar- 
menians, Greeks and Abyssinians. 
It was said, the Roman Catholics 
and Jews would not listen to my 
instruction; but when I visited 
Constantinople, I found three hun- 
dred Jews, who had returned from 
Jerusalem, praying for the success 
of my mission. ‘The Pope has 
used every means in his power, to 
prevent me from preaching the 
Gospel to the Roman Catholics, 
and a bul! has been issued by my 
dear friend, Pope Leo XI. forbid- 
ding any one to converse with me. 
I also issued a bull, commencing 
with these words, “We, Joseph 
Wolff, Missionary of the Lord of 
Hosts, do make our bull, and com- 
mand all our good Catholics not to 
pay any attention to the bull of 
the Pope.” This had the desired 
effect; my house was crowded with 
Catholics, and the Roman Catho- 
lic archbishop, residing upon 
Mount Lebanon, forwarded my 
views, and received a number of 
copies of the New Testament, 
which he distributed among his 
flock, When I left Jerusalem, I 
went to Antioch, and from thence 
to Aleppo, where I arrived three 
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to him the passage, “Where is the 














days before the great earthquake. 
There I opened my mission, and 
while conversing with the Jews 
about the truths of the Gospel, the 
earth trembled under my feet. I 
was invited by them to sleep in 
their houses of stone, but I prefer- 
red sleeping in the open air; in the 
morning the shocks under the earth 
were terrific, and the howling un- 
der ground appeared to me like the 
wailings of lost spirits in hell. The 
shock lasted abouttwo minutes, and 
in that short period, all the houses, 
in one of which I had been invited 
to sleep, and about 60,000 souls, 
were buried in the bowels of the 
earth. The blood gushed from the 
open spaces, and deluged the 
ground upon whichI stood. This 
was an awful moment, and I ex- 
horted the few Jews by whom I 
was surrounded, to bow their 
knees with me in prayer. Then I 
went to Ur of the Chaldeans— 
these were the literal children of 
Abraham, in the birth-place of 
Abraham; I was visited by a Rab- 
bi who saluted me, “Blessed be 
thou which cometh in the name 
of the Lord.” He told me they 
had an axiom, that when a wise 
man came to argue with them, he 
pushed with his horns; he added, 
“vou are a wise man, and I ama 
wise man, now let us push with 
our horns.” I told him to begin, 
and to prepare his horns and push; 
upon which he began a long rhap- 
sody of unmeaning nonsense, and 
appeared mightily pleased with 
his performance. When he had 
finished, he asked me how I thought 
he had pushed. I told him what I 
really thought, “that he had push- 
ed like an ox;”” he was pleased with 
what he considered a compliment, 
and spoke of me as a man of can- 
dour and truth. He then told me 
to push, in reply to him; I said, I 
had no horns, and taking a New 
Testament from my pocket, I read 
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wise? whcre is the scribe? where 
is the disputer of this world? hath 
not God made foolish the wisdom 
of this world,” &c. and from this 
passage, I preached to him the 
Gospel of Christ. I preached to 
the Syrian church, with the per- 
mission of the Syrian Bishop. The 
Syrian Christians believe they are 
the descendants of the Jewish con- 
verts, who were converted by the 
preaching of the Apostle St. James; | 
and upon Mount Tor, in Mesopo- | 
tamia, two hundred thousand of | 
them live independently of the. 
Mohammedan authority. They | 
have a custom to go upon a moun- | 
tain five times every day, to 
curse Mohammed, his grandfather, 
grandmother, and his grandchil- 
dren; they speak the old Syriac 
language; their Bishops are their 
guides in battle; they have four 
Patriarchs upon Mount Tor; their 
Patriarch, Barthom by name, is 
130 years of age. I saw there, the 
mountain of Zanjar; those poor in- 
habitants are all Yesidi, or wor- 
shippers of the devil: they told me 
they never prayed to God but once 
a-year; they pray in the night to 
the spirit of darkness. The most 
awful of all considerations is, that 
150 years ago, the Yesidi, on the 
mountains of Zanjar, were all 
Christians, who prayed to Christ 
as the best of friends; but their 
bishops deprived them of the word 
of God, and taught them human 
traditions; and when times of trib- 
ulation and persecution arose, their 
bishops and priests, and all the in- 
habitants of Zanjar, turned Ye- 
sides, and worshipped the devil, 
having forgotten the name of the 
only true God. An old hermit 
came among them, and warned 
them, saying, “Ye mountaineers of 
Zanjar, your Saviour  lives— 
watch!” But the hermit warned 
them in vain, and now they are 
most cruel robbers and murderers, 
{In Persia, the Gospel was proclaim- 
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ed to Jews and Mohammedans, and 
Schools established at Bosorah and 
Bushire; and the Roman Catholic 
priest permitted me to preach in 
his chureh from the text—“*Thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church.”” I showed 
them distinctly, that this text had 
nothing to do with the Pope of 
Rome. The name of Henry Mar- 
tyn isstill known in Persia. They 
told me that I was the successor 
of Henry Martyn, and as he had 
never been beaten in Persia, I must 
take care: for if I was beaten in 
argument, they should consider 
Henry Martyn as having been beat. 
They told me that Martyn wasa 
learned man, that he had a good 
temper, that he lived nigh to God, 
and that he was a man of God.— 
Martyn! Oh my glorified brother 
Martyn! “thou hast kindled a light 
in Persia that shall never go out.” 
Mr. Wolff then stated, that in the 
spring, in April, he would return 
to Jerusalem; that he hoped to be 
accompanied by some of the un- 
dergraduates of the University in 
this visit of mercy to his Jewish 
brethren. 


(From the Christian Secretary.) 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 

REV. MR. SUTTON, TO THE REV, 

MR. SHARP. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

This is, in the most awful sense, 
“a land of darkness, as darkness 
itself, and of the shadow of death, 
without any order, and where the 
light is as darkness.” In one 
word, it is Juggernauth in Orissa. 
I wish that I could give you an 
idea of the scenes which are now 
passing around us; it would call 
forth your tenderest sensibilities 
and most ardent prayers. It is 
the Rhut Shattra, and though but 
a shadow to what it was last year, 
it is indescribably dreadful. Per- 
haps an extract or two from my 
journal may not be unacceptable. 
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July 7th. This is the first day of 
the Rhut Shattra. To-day the 
idols are brought out of the tem- 
ple and placed on the rhuts or 
cars. There are three of them; 
one for Juggernauth, one for his 
brother, and one for his sister.— 
They are enormously rough made, 
ponderous conveyances. I sup- 
pose that they are sixty feet high, 
and thirty wide at the base.—They 
rise ina conical form, and are de- 
corated with scarlet, yellow, blue, 
and other gay woollen cloths.— 
When divested of their coverings 
they don’t look much unlike the 
scaffolding round a steeple when 
under repair, excepting that the 
timbers are much larger. These 
enormous superstructures are sup- 
ported on sixteen, fourteen, and 
twelve wheels, oi a very uncouth 


construction, the large spokes of 


which project two or three inches 
from the felloes; and are horridly 
contrived tq crush to a mummy 
the poor wretches who throw 
themselves underthem. I observ- 
ed as the cars passed along, that 
the wheels indented the ground in 
some places to the depth of six 
and seven inches. The idols are 
seated in the middle of the cars, 
under asort of canopy about twelve 
feet from the ground, and are fas- 
tened in their chair of state by sev- 
eral uncouth pieces of timber. It 
is sadly derugatory to their digni- 
ty to be thus confined; but so it 
must be, for they cannot sit or 
stand without. But I must not 
attempt a lengthened account.— 
Juggernauth has a large black 
face, with enormous eyes, and a 
large red mouth extending from 
ear to ear. His nose, if such it 
may be called, isa most awkward 
protuberance. His brother and 
sister are somewhat like him, but 
of a light colour. ' The attendance 
this year is small compared with 
last year. On that occasion 250,- 


000 were assembled, 20,000 of 
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whom it is supposed perished. 

I will copy one short extract re- 
lating to the daily scenes we Wwit- 
nessed on that sad occasion. 

“Have seen many dead bodies 
this morning; in one place twenty; 
in another fifteen; and several ly- 
ing dead about the streets—some 
half eaten by the dogs and birds.— 
O what a horrible place it is! Sure- 
ly it is Satan’s own abode. 

“Riding or walking up the 
streets, I am surrounded by hun- 
dreds and thousands begging for 
books, medicine, &c. In one 
place it is as much as I can do to 
breathe for the stench; in another 
I meet with a dog perhaps carry- 
ing along an arm or a leg of a hu- 
man being—in another my feelings 
are overwhelmed by the number 
of sick and dying which require 
help--in another place, I behold 
numbers of filthy naked Byraggeas, 
smeared over with ashes, with 
chopped hair, and perhaps an arm 
erect and stiff, and at all times 
surrounded by multitudes of mis- 
erable victims of a cruel supersti- 
tion.” 

July 10th. 


To-day I witnessed 
a scene which chills my blood at 


the recollection of it. As brethren 
Bampton, Lacey, and myself, were 
going towards the people, our at- 
tention was arrested by the sight 
of a poor wretch that had just 
been crushed to death by the mur- 
derous car. He wasa Byraggee 
Bhramin, and a respectable man, 
about 50 years of age. It appears 
that he rode for a considerable dis- 
tance on Juggernauth’s car, and 
when he considered the propitious 
moment had arrived, threw him- 
self from the front part of it, im- 
mediately before the wheels as a 
sacrifice. Only one wheel passed 
over him just in the small part of 
his back. He was lying with his 
face towards the ground, his bow- 
els crushed out, and one leg some-: 
what drawn up. Never do I re- 





330 


collect seeing any thing more hor- 
rible. The people who assembled 

while we stopped to look at the 

poor wretch, exclaimed with evi- 

dent gratification, burra lockta, 

great devotedness. ‘Truely, my | 
dear Sir, one scene like this would 

be enough to awaken the energies 

of the whole Christian world eould 

they but witness it. But are such 

things less true because they cans 
not. 

July 14th. To-day left this Gol- 
rotha for Cuttack; as I pass along, 
the mouldering skeletons and half 
devoured carcases of Juggernauth’s 
adorers mect my eyes in every di- 
rection. The following lines give 
by no means an aggravated view 
of what 1 may now see every day 
at Juggernauth. 

* * ¢ ” 
* J 


“He saw the leandogs * 
— od % * 


Laying and growling o’er carcase and 
limb, 

They were too busy to bark at him. — 

From a pilgrim’s skull they had stript 
the flesh, Yu 

As ye peel the fig when the fruit is fresh. 

And there white teeth crushed o’er the 
whiter skull, 

As it slipt through their jaws when their 
edge grew dull; 

As they lazily mumbled the bones of the 
dead, 

When they scarce could stir from the 
place where they fed. 

So well had they broken a lingering fast, 

With those that had fallen for that 


repast.”’ 
SIEGE OF CORINTH. 


Last year, in one small place, 
(less than two acres) I.saw 90 dead 
bodies, and in another 145; all pu- 
trifying in the open face of day.— 
These are pincipally pilgrims who 
drop and die unpitied, unburied, 
and unknown. 

It is still the middle of the fes- 
tival. AsI pass along, my heart 
sickens at the sight of the multi- 
tudes who are flocking to get a 
sight of their favourite wood and 
stone. Ask them what they come 
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for, and their reply is, “We come 
to get a sight of Juggernauth, and 
then our own sins will go.” I see 
them pass away from me full of 
the damnable persuasion: another 
and another crowd succeeds, and 
still another in heart rending suc- 
cession. Many now around me 
have travelled from the distant 
parts of India, a dreary pilgrimage 
of perhaps fifteen hundred or two 
thousand miles, and have now to 
retrace the same wearying steps, 
without money, without food, with- 
out clothes, and almost exhausted 
with fatigue: but few perhaps will 
ever see again the place which 
gave them birth; forthem no home 
will smile, no wife welcome them 
back, and no fond children bless 
their father’s return. But this 
gives them little concern. They 
say “they have obeyed the pleasure 
of their god in coming to see him, 
and now if it is his pleasure, they 
will die and go to heaven.”” Ah 
when! Ah when will Christians, 
with their infinitely more glorious 
prospects and unspeakable obliga- 
tions, feel half as devoted to the 
service and pleasure of the God of 
heaven! 

Yours, in the hope of the gospel, 

A. SUTTON. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

In the course of the year prece- 
ding the last Report, twenty-three 
individuals were received into the 
service of this society, some of 
whom have already gone forth to 
their work among the heathen, 
and others are engaged in prepa- 
ratory studies. The number of 
deaths during the same period, a- 
mong the European missionaries 
employed by the Society, was ten; 
seven of whom were connected 
with the West African mission; 
and of these, four died in the 
month of May! In the Society’s 
Insticution at Islington, there had 
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resided, in the course of the’ year, 
forty-two missionary students, six- 
teen of whom have gone to their 
respective stations in the heathen 
world. 


SCOTCH EPICOPAL COLLEGE. 


There has been for some time 
in agitation amongst the influen- 
tial members of the Episcopal 
Church of Scotland, a plan of erec- 
ting an Episcopal College in Edin- 
burgh, where a course of study si- 
milar to that pursued in the En- 
glish Universities will be adopted. 
At aconvocation of the Bishops, 
which was held there lately, the 
subject was taken into considera- 
tion, and measures, we believe, are 
now in progress for the establish- 
ment of the institution. 

{ Nat. Gaz. 


ENGLISH CONVOCATION. 

The two Houses of the Convo- 
cation, which regularly assemble 
at the time of the meeting of Par- 
liament, though not allowed to 
transact business, waited on the 
King, at the levee of November 
28th last, and were received by 
him, seated on the throne, and sur- 
rounded by the great officers of 
state. The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, with the Dean of Peterbo- 
rough, prolocutor of the lower 
house; on his left hand, advanced 
to the foot of the throne, and read 
an address which had been voted 
by the two houses. 


NATIVE CHURCH ar KIDDERPORE, 


The mission at Kidderpore, es- 
tablished by the Church Mission- 
ary Society in 1816, has of late 
been greatly prospered. On the 
27th of October, 1825, five adults 
and four children were baptised; 
on the 3d of April last, four adults, 
one of whom was nearly 80 vears 
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of age; and on the 9th of May, two 
adults. 


Extract from the Speech of Archdeacon 
Corrie, before the Meerut Branch of 
the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society, 
August, 1825. 

When first appointed chaplain 
at Chunar, I found a considerable 
number of natives there, bearing 
the Christian name, but without 
any acquaintance with Christiani- 
ty: they, however, acknowledged 
the Christian Scriptures. To 
these, I first addressed myself by 
an interpreter; and, in due time, 
acquired their language sufficiently 
to converse with them myself: snb- 
sequently, the work was prosecuted 
by others; and now a congregation, 
frequently of 200 natives, has 
grown up, of whom eighty are re- 
gular communicants, and their ge- 
neral orderly and correct conduct, 
is such as becomes the Christian 
character. About sixty of these 
have learned to read since they ar- 
rived at adult age: and, out of this 
congregation, to my own personal 
knowledge, not less than twenty 
have died in the full exercise of 
Christian faith and hope; some, in- 
deed, even with lively anticipa- 
tions of the joys of God’s right- 
hand, prepared for them through 
the merits of their Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

I here may instance the case of 
one native, who died in my own 
house at Benares. He was born 
of Christian parents, but grew up 
in ignorance of the Christian reli- 
gion. He afterwards learned to 
read the scriptures in the Hindoo- 
stanee tongue. The influence of 
the Bible soon began to appear in 
his conduct. After some years he 
fell into a decline, under the suf- 
ferings of which he lingered for a 
long time: during that period, his 
advancement in the Christian life 
was evident: I never met with a 
more sincere, or a more deeply-ex- 
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perienced Christian in any class of 
society. The last words which he 
uttered were in reply to a friend, 
who, stooping down over his lowly 
bed, inquired how he felt. Ina 
voice scarcely audible, and with- 
out any reference whatever to his 
bodily pains, he answered, “I de- 
sire to be with Christ,” and, soon 
after expired. This man also, in 
the course of his servitude, had 
saved 400 rupees—half of which 
he left by will to his family; 100 
rupees to the Bible Society; and 100 
rupees to the church Missionary 
Society. On one occasion, a na- 
tive gentleman, in the course of 
conversation with me respecting 
the conversion of the Hindoos to 
the believing acceptance of the 
Christian religion, observed, that 
for his own part, he had never yet 
seen any particular good arise 
among the natives of this country 
from their professed conversion to 
Christianity. I told him, in reply, 
that, if he wished to have his 
doubts on that subject set at rest 
for ever, he had at this very mo- 
ment an opportunity, such a- 
might not perhaps offer itself easi- 
ly to him again, of seeing a native 
Christian convert with his own 
eyes, and judging for himself. I 
led him to the bed-side of the dy- 
ing man: the sight of his patience, 
his meekness, his faith and hope 
in Christ, perfectly astonished him; 
and he exclaimed, as he departed, 
that he had never before witnessed 
such a wonderful sight: it was the 
mosr wonderful that he had ever 
seen in the whole course of his 
life! 

At Agra, I was a witness, in re- 
peated instancess, to the scrip- 
tures proving, to natives, the jow- 
er of God unto salvation. In one 
case, the first lively impression 
produced an effect rather ludicrous. 
An aged man, who had been a 
Mahratta soldier, and had lived, 
no doubt, in the wild habits of 
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that plundering race, being disa- 
bled, came and settled at Agra.— 
He was attracted to hear the gos- 
pel preached by Abdool Messeeh; 
and, after a time, desired baptism. 
On examining him one morning, 
on his knowledge of good and evil, 
with reference to the ten com- 
mandments, and conceiving from 
his answer that he was not suff- 
ciently aware of the strictness and 
extent of God’s law and of his 
consequent need of a Saviour, I 
told him that his baptism must 
be deferred till he better under- 
stood these points: he said after- 
wards to a friend, “Now I know 
what the English think upon these 
subjects; but, had I told the Padre 
Sahib all the wickedness which I 
have committed among the Mah- 
rattas, he might perhaps, instead 
of baptising me, have sent me to 
jail.” He, however, afterwards 
Jearned to know more correctly 
what was meant by these questions; 
he received baptism, and still con- 
tinues to maintain a consistent 
Christian character. 

My memory could easily supply 
many other instances, of the good 
effects which have flowed to na- 
tives of this country from the ho- 
ly scriptures supplied by the Bible 
Society; but, least I should weary 
the Meeting, I will content myself 
with reading an extract from a 
letter, dated in July, from a friend 
in Agra. It refers to the case of 
a young man, of Armenian origin, 
who, when sickening of a decline, 
requested and obtained from Ab- 
dool Messeeh a copy of the New 
Testament in Hindoostanee.— 
“This he daily perused, and be- 
came well acquainted with the 
contents. In his last days he ex- 
hibited strong faith and hope, a 
deep sense of his guilt and unwor- 
thiness, and died in lively expec- 
tation of pardon and peace.” 

Another letter from Chunar, re- 
ceived buta few days ago, gives 
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an account of two men, who visited 
a Missionary there, and, on obtain- 
ing a copy of the Scriptures, took 
up their abode in the vestry, where 
they read all day; and, in the even- 
ing, conversed with the Mission- 
ary on such points as struck them 
in the prosecution of their study. 
The event was, they were convin- 
ced of the ‘divine authority of 
Christianity, and received baptism; 
making five in number, who have 
there embraced Christianity since 
Christmas last. 

People who look merely at the 
outside of things, conclude the 
conversion of the natives to be next 
to impossible; but, be assured, the 
chief difficulty lies in inducing 
them at all to attend to the subject. 
Once succeed to arouse their at- 
tention, and it ceases to be difficult 


to convince them of the truth and | 


importance of the Bible; and, 
though the difficulty of gaining 
their attention be acknowledged to 
be great, yet, at every place where 
ministers of religion show any rea- 
diness to afford information, there 
have always been found some na- 
tives desirous of it: and there can 
be no doubt, that an opinion is 
gaining ground among them daily, 
that Christianity will finally pre- 
vail; and, should it please God to 
continue the country in peace and 
under the present equitable govern- 
ment, we need not hesitate to be- 
lieve in the correctness of this ex- 
pectation, and the ultimate triumph 
af the cause of God. 

There is one very remarkable 
circumstance, now of frequent oc-: 
currence—the natives begin to ar- 
gue with the Missionaries our oF 
THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPFURES; a Satis- 
factory proof, that the copies 
which are distributed are read.— 
We may anticipate what shall fol- 
low. Truth must prevail. 

It seems right, before I conclude, 
to say, that, when the scriptures 





are stated to be given away to na- 
Vor. VIII......Ne. 7.42 





tives, it is not to be understood 
that they, in every instance, receive 
an entire copy. In fact, this is ve- 
ry seldom the case. At first, a sin- 
gle gospel, or a copy of some one 
book, (as of Genesis, for instance,) 
or of the Pentateuch, is given; and, 
when it appears that this has been 
read with attention, and further in- 
formation is desired, other portions 
of scripture are supplied: from all 
which I feel justified in affirming, 
that both in respect to the objects 
of the Bible Society and with re- 
ference to the manner of applying 
their funds, our Association de- 
serves the unqualified approbation 
and the liberal support of every 
wellwisher of the human race. 


a 
SWITZERLAND. 


Persecution still rages in this 
country. M. A. Bost, an Evan- 
gelical minister in Geneva, for 
publishing an answer to a scurri- 
lous pamphlet, written by M. 
Cheyssiere, one of the ministers 
of the dominant party, has been 
prosecuted, and condemned to pay 
five hundred francs, (upwards of 
£20)-besides the costs of the trial. 
The money was immediately rais- 
ed by subscription. In the Canton 
of Vaud, one of the pastors, and 
several other persons have been 
banished, for holding separate 
meetings for worship; and at Bex, 
the monthly missionary prayer 


meeting has been suppressed by 
} the police. ‘ 


An Ordinance of the Council 
authorizing the Protestant wor- 
ship at Lucerne, consists of six 
Articles. The following are the 
principal points. 

1. The Protestants settled in 
Lucerne are permitted to celebrate 
regularly the Reformed Religion, 
but without expense to the State, 
without troubling the Catholic 
worship established in the Canton 
of Lucerne, or the peaceof religion. 
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2. The Government reserves to 
itself the right of nominating the 
Protestant Clergyman, whose con- 
gregation shall give him a suitabie 
salary. 

$. The Government for the pre- 
sent, grants the Protestants the use 
of a chapel belonging to the State 
in Rosali-street. 

4. The Government reserves to 
itself, the farther decision of every 
thing relative to the organization, 
financial resources, &c. 

The grounds assigned for this 
measure, are three:— 

1. The political relations of the 
Government to the other cantons, 
resulting either from the federal 
compact or particular concordats, 
which insure to every Swiss citi- 
zen the right of settling in what- 
ever part of the confederation he 
pleases. 

2. The situation of Lucerne, as 
one of the directing cantons. 

38. The duty of Governments to 
conform to the spirit of a religion 
of peace, and to protect the eccle- 
siastical institutions of the Chris- 
tian Churches recognised in Swit- 
zerland. 

=== 
FRANCE. 

It is pleasing to see the progress 
that religion is making in this 
country, that but a few years ago 
was deluged in infidelity. A society 
has been recently formed in Paris 
for the encouragement of Sunday 
Schools. The Tract Society of 
that country has circulated, during 
the past year, more than 127,000 
tracts and reports, and has formed 
several auxiliaries; its Bible Socie- 
ty, during the past year, has dis- 
tributed nearly 12,000 copies of the 
Scriptures, and established 39 aux- 
iliaries; and the Paris Missionary 
Society has six students pursuing 
their studies for missionary labour. 


The Popish Missionaries are ve- 
Fy busy in France. They are par- 
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ticularly fond of getting up splen- 
did processions for the purpose of 
planting crucifixes in places of re- 
sort. Ona late occasion of this 
kind, at Brest, upwards of 12,000 
men formed the “guard of the sa- 
cred symbol.” Several regimental 
bands of music attended; all the 
authorities, civil,ecclesiastical, and 
military, were present; and an im- 
mense multitude followed, shout- 
ing, “Long live the cross, long live 
Jesus, long his religion!” Alas! 
they venerate the cross, but care 
little for Him who was crucified. 
Lond, Bap. Mag. 


a 
————— 


IRELAND. 


Accounts from Ireland state, that 
numerous conversions to Protes- 
tantism have recently taken place. 
It is said that in the county of Ca- 
van, 65 individuals renounced Pe- 
pery in the space of six weeks. 


IGNORANCE AND WRETCHEDNESS 
AT RLO JANEIRO—POPERY! 
Extract ofa letter from an officer on 

board the U. S. ship Brandywine, 

dated, Rio Janeiro, Nov. 1826. 

“T have been several times on 
shore, and feel more deeply dis- 
gusted by every visit; the poverty 
and wretchedness are beyond de- 
scription; they seem to be far inferi- 
or to sayages in the common decen- 
cies of life. Religion and morality 
are but idle names; the one consists 
of profane and superstitious cus- 
toms, and the other amounts to no- 
thing more than the enforcing of 
them. We witnessed some idle 
church ceremonies the other day, 
which none could ever have believed 
were intended: for a religious ser- 
vice, had they not been soinformed. 
Small pieces of paper in the shape 
of billetdoux, consecrated by the 
priest, were placed in sockets to 
firetowards heaven, as offerings of 
prayer. Here is no Sabbath day: 
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The shops are open, slaves are la- 
bouring, and every thing as on 
other days.” —[ Philadelphian. 


ee 


DOMESTIC. 
EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

We have received, through the 
Rev. George Lemmon, for the Ed- 
ucation Society, the annual sub- 
scriptions of 

Daniel Sprigg, Sui cael $5. 
Elie Beatty, - - - J 
Richard Ragan, - - 5. 
Rev, George Lemmon, - 5. 


MISSIONARIES TO AFRICA, 

At a late meeting of the Exe- 
cutive Committee of the General 
Missionary Society, Bishop White 
the president, laid before the com- 
mittee the following letter, a copy 
of which has also been received by 
the late secretary of the Society. 
The letter was referred to a sub- 
committee, which had at the same 
time under consideration the ap- 
plication of a coloured individual 
to be sent to Liberia as a mission- 
ary. This committee, anxious 
that the wishes of their brethren in 
England may be promptly and 
efficiently met, are induced to pub- 
lish the letter at length, that the 
attention of the members, and more 
particularly of the clergy of our 
church, may be drawn to the pi- 
ous object. It may be proper to 
state, that those only can enter up- 
on this mission with a well founded 
prospect of persevering in useful- 
ness, whose constitutions are q- 
dapted measurably to the climate, 
by residence in the lowlands of the 
southern states. Information of 
any suitable individuals isearnestly 
solicited, and may be communicat- 
ed to the Rev. George Weller, 
secretary of the Domestic and For- 
eign Missionary Society, Phila- 
delphia. 

Jackson Kemper, C, C, 
Jan, 22nd, 1827. 
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Church Missionary House, 

London, Oct. 25, 1826. 
My pear Srn—The committee of the 
»Church Missionary Society having lost 
many valuable lives in Africa, have turn- 
ed their attention to a supply of Teach- 
ers better fitted than Europeans to en- 
counter the insalubrity of its climate. 
They have been strongly recommended 
to endeavour to procure persons of co- 
lour for this service; and have been led 
to suppose that there may be many such 
in America, who have the requisite piety, 
talent, and knowledge to fit them for 
such an office, 

Their duty would be the religious in- 
struction of the liberated Africans con- 
gregated in Sierra Leone, from all parts 
of Africa. For this purpose, the persons 
to be employed must be well acquainted 
with the English language, and able to 
read, write, and speak it correctly.. They 
must also possess a good knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures, and cordially ap- 
prove of the articles and Liturgy of the 
Church of England, and be willing to 
conform to them in their whole conduct. 
But the most important qualification for 
this service, is, intelligent, decided and 
matured piety, with a sound judgment, 
and a heart devoted to God, clearly hold- 
ing the doctrines peculiar to the Gospel, 
and longing to make them known as 
widely as possible. 

We shall be much obliged if you will 
inform us, whether there be in your 
knowledge any persons of this descrip- 
tion, who would be willing to devote 
themselves wholly to labour in Africa to 
diffuse the Gospel. 

It might not probably be difficult for 
such persons to obtain ordination from 
the bishop of the sister church in Ameri- 
ca, before they left America. 

Such persons should pledge them- 
selves to submit to the directions of the 
society, as to the stations in which they 
may labour, and their general conduct. 

The remuneration of their services 
would be sufficient for their comfortable 
support; but on this point, and any other 
connected with the design, we shall be 
glad to have your full and free senti- 
ments, " Tam, &c, 

EDWARD BICKERSTETH. 
Sec. C. M. Society. 
Rt. Rev. Bp. White, &c. Ge. Ge. 
= 
CONSECRATION. 


On Wednesday, Dec. 13th, the 
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field, Ms. was consecrated to the 
sacred and undivided Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Services on this occasion*® 
were peculiarly solemn and inter- 
esting. The exercises were com- 
menced withananthem. The sen- 
tence of consecration which pro- 
nounced the church to be named 
Trinity church, was read by Rev. 
Mr. Cutler, of Quincy. 

Bishop Griswold’s sermon was 
solemn, instructive, and appropri- 
ate: and must have inspired those 
present to the belief, that God was 
indeed there, testifying that “this 
is the gate of heaven.” 

After sermon, nine persons re- 
ceived the rite of confirmation.— 
After this, two were united in ma- 
trimony by Rev. Mr. Wolcott, of 
Hanover. The bishop then pro- 
ceeded to the administration of the 
holy communion. Here the dying 
love of a Saviour and the purchase 
of his blood were manifest. Our 
thoughts were carried back to the 
scenes of Calvary, and we were in- 
vited to share the riches of his 
grace. The glories of redemption, 
how conspicuous on earth—how 
glorious in heaven! 

May it be our happiness often to 
see and hear of the like occasions 
—and may holiness to God the 
Father, salvation to God the Son, 
and sanctification to God the Holy 
Ghost, be inscribed on all the 
churches of our land. 

[ Boston Recorder. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The amount of receipts during 
the eight months since the date of 
the last report, is $36,071 53; of 
which, $11,469 72, have been in 
donations, and $24,601 71, in pay- 
ment for Bibles and Testaments. 
The issues for Bibles during the 
Same period, have amounted to 
23,046, and of Testaments, 22,836. 
Making a total of 45,782. Dur-| 
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ing the same time thirty new 
auxiliaries have been recognis- 
ed by the Society, making the 
whole number five hundred and 
thirty-six. The whole number of 
Bibles and Testaments issued from 
the depository since the formation 
of the Society in 1816, is four hun- 
dred and eighty-five thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-nine. Who 


can tell how many desponding 
souls have been comforted by these 
messengers of mercy; how many 
sinners have been reclaimed from 
the error of their ways; how many 
songs of salvation have already 
been sung in glory.—Ods, & Chron. 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE PRO- 
MOTION OF TEMPERANCE, 

Inquires having been made from 
various parts of the country con- 
cerning the plans and operations of 
the American Society for the Pro- 
motion of Temperance, the Execu- 
tive Committee deem it proper to 
state, for the information of those 
who may desire it, that their first 
object is, to obtain means for the 
permanent support of a man of suit- 
able qualifications, who shall de- 
vote his life to the promotion of 
the momentous objects of this So- 
ciety. This is in accordance with 
a resolution which was adopted at 
the first meeting of those by whom 
this Society was formed; which is 
as follows: viz. That an indivi- 
dual of acknowledged talents, piety, 
industry, and sound judgment, be 
selected and employed asa perma- 
nent agent, to spend his time and 
use his best exertions, for the sup- 
pression and prevention of the in- 
temperate use of intoxicating li- 
quors.” This man it is expected 
will ultimately be secretary of the 
Society; and, under the direction of 
the Executive Committee, make 
appropriate communications, by 
pamphlets, correspondence and 
personal interviews, to ministers of 
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the gospel, physicians, and others; 
that he will consult and co-operate 
with them for the purpose of guard- 
ing those under their influence a- 
gainst the evils of intemperance; 
that he will take pains in all pro- 
per methods to make a seasonable 
and salutary impression in relation 
to this subject on those who are 
favoured with a public and refined 
education, and are destined, in vari- 
ous ways, to have a leading influ- 
ence in society; that he will make 
it‘a serious object, as providence 
may permit, to introduce into the 
publications of the day, essays and 
addresses on the subject of intoxi- 
cating liquors; and to induce teach- 
ers and those concerned in the sup- 
port of schools, to labour diligently 
to impress the minds of the young 
with the alarming and dreadful 
evils to which all are exposed who 
indulge themselves in the use of 
strong drink; to make affectionate 
and earnest addresses to officers 
and members of Christian church- 
es, to parents and guardians, to 
children, apprentices, and servants, 
and to all in the various depart- 
ments of life, and to set before them 
in a plain and forcible manner, the 
effects of spirituous liquors on the 
health, reputation, and all the tem- 
poral and eternal interests of men; 
and to urge all by the most weighty 
arguments drawn from the present 
and future world, to keep them- 
selves at the greatest distance from 
this insidious and destructive foe; 
and in general, to labour, by all 
suitable means, in reliance on the 
blessing of God, to fix the eyes of 
all persons of both sexes, and of all 
ages and conditions, on the magni- 
tude of the evil which this Society 
aims to prevent, and on the im- 
measurable good which it aims to 
secure; and by a clear and forcible 
exhibition of well selected facts 
held up continually, till they shine 
with the light of demonstration, 
produce an entire change of public 
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sentiment and practice, with regard 
to the use of intoxicating liquors, 
and seek a renovation of the habits 
of individuals and the community, 
that intemperance with all its evils 
may be banished from our land, and 
temperance, with its attendant 
blessing’s of body and soul, univer- 
sally prevail. 

It is expected that the perma- 
nent agent will also make special 
efforts to form voluntary associa- 
tions, of ministers of the gospel, 
members of Christian churches, 
heads of families, young men and 
children, who for the sake of bene- 
filing themselves and their fellow- 
men, agree to abstain from the use 
of intoxicating liquors, except as a 
medicine in case of bodily disease, 
and to make efforts to lead all with- 
in the circle of their influence to do 
the same. 

The Committee are gratified to 
learn that the Lord is, in a pecu- 
liar manner, by his Spirit, exciting 
the attention of his people to this 
subject; that numbers, in various 
parts of the country, have als 
ready formed themselves into such 
associations; and that numbers 
more are anxious to do it, and are 
wishing to know the form which 
the American Society has adopted, 
or intends to adopt, that there may 
be as far as possible a union .of 
plan and operation throughout the 
country. The Committee would 
therefore observe, that the Society 
has not as yet adopted any specific 
form, but has thought it best to 
leave this for the present, to the 
discretion of the friends of the ob- 
ject, in the various places and cir- 
cumstances in which associations 
may be formed. In consequence, 
however, of what this society has 
done, associations have been form- 
ed somewhat extensively on the 
following plan: viz. 

“ Association of heads of families in ——— 
for the promotion of Temperance. 

“Believing that the use of intoxicating 
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liquors is, for persons in health, not only 
unnecessary but hurtful, that it is the 
cause of forming intemperate appetites, 
and that while it is continued, the evils 
of intemperance can never be done away: 

“Therefore, We the subscribers, for 
the sake of promoting our own welfare 
and that of the community, agree, that 
we will abstain from the use of them, ex- 
cept asa medicine in case of bodily infir- 
mity; that we will not allow the use of 
them in our families, nor provide them 
for the entertainment of friends, for hired 
men, or for persons in our employment. 
That in all suitable ways we will discoun- 
tenance the use of them in the commu- 


nity.” 

The. above form when an associ- 
ation is to be composed of young 
men, or of single persons of any 
description, not at the head of fa- 
milies, has been altered thus, in- 
stead of saying that we will not 
allow the use of them in our fa- 
milies, &c. say we will not coun- 
tenance the use of them among our 
relatives, nor provide them for the 
entertainment of friends, or for 
persons who may be engaged in 
our business; and-in all suitable 
ways will discountenance the use 
of them in the community. 

By the efforts of a few individu- 
als, at association on the above 
plan was formed in one place com- 
posed of more than fifty heads of 
families; and another composed of 
more than one hundred and fifty 
young men; and has been produc- 
tive of the happiest effects. The 
practice of taking intoxicating li- 
quor, using it in their families, of- 
fering it to friends, or providing it 
fer persons in their employment, is 
done away. 

Let all temperate men in our 
country take a similar course, and 
continue it, and intemperance will 
ere-long be done away. Probably 
half the number of those who con- 
tinue intemperate, will in ten years 
be dead. In ten years more three 
quarters of the remainder; and in 
the next ten years, nearly every in- 
dividual of the rest. No new 
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drunkards, will be formed, and our 
land will be free. 
In behalf of the Ex. Committee. 
J. Epwarps, Clerk. 
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A Missionary made a Life Member of the 
Bible Society. 


Mackinaw, Sept. 28, 1826. 


Dear Sir,—By the bearer, Mr. 
C-—, I send you $30, for the 
funds of the American Bible Socie- 
ty, to constitute me a life member. 
This sum was given by Indian 
Traders at the suggestion of Mr. 
, one of their number. The 
subscription list handed me, with 
the money, was headed, “La Poin- 
te, Lake Superior, June 4th, 1826.”’ 

This sum, together with $20 
collected for the Mackinaw Mis- 
sion, and $30 given by himself, to 
constitute him a member of the 
American Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, was all done by a man, who, 
until by the perusal of a Report 
of the American Bible Society, 
which fell into his hands last year, 
did not know that there was such, 
or any thing of a similar Society in 
existence, and whose mind was 
first wrought*upon through the in- 
strumentality of tracts handed him 
two years ago. There is some- 
thing peculiarly interesting and af- 
fecting in the late history of this 
man. Had I leisure, I would give 
you some account of him; but for 
the present, I must refer you toa 
sketch relative to him contained 
in the “Missionary Register.”’ He 
is now about abandoning the In- 
dian trade—this is his last year. 

I have also to solicit, (if it be 
consistent,) that you would send 
for this Mission and for distribu- 
tion, an additional supply of Bi- 
bles and Testaments—say 50 Bi- 
bles and 100 Testaments; of the 
former we have none, and of the 
latter but few. 

The Lord is graciously smiling 
on the catise of missions in this be- 








nighted region. We see much to 
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animate and encourage. Our fa- 
mily now numbers 102 children; 
some of whom have been brought 
in from the distance of from 1000 
to 2000 miles, and upwards. We 
have also, aside from the Mission 
children, about 68 under our daily 
instruction belonging to the island. 


———— i 
OBITUARY. 

DIED, on Thursday, the 28th 
Dec. 1826, at her Father’s, in this 
city, Miss Estuer C. Gixuiss, eld- 
est daughter of Thomas H. Gilliss, 
Esq. 


The following is taken from a 
sermon delivered in St. John’s 


Church, of which she was a mem-. 


ber, by the Pastor. 

My young friends, the sentiments ex- 
pressed in the foregoing discourse, the 
duties inculcated, and the blessings bo- 
stowed, I hope now to illustrate in the 
sickness and death of our departed young 
friend, Miss Gilliss. Inthe morning of 
her days she manifested all those amiable 
traits of character which tend so pow- 
erfully to endear children to the hearts 
of their parents. Mild and gentle inher 
temper, dutiful and obedient to parental 
authority, kind and affectionate to all 
the members of the family, studious 
to please all her acquaintances by the 
faithful discharge of all her relative du- 
ties, and naturally ofa lively and cheerful 
temperament: she largely contributed to 
the happiness of the domestic circle, and 
was loved and esteemed by all; for ene- 
mies she had none. 

From her early youth, in addition to 
the habit of attending family prayer, she 
was accustomed to the practice of pri- 
vate devotion on retiring to and rising 
from bed, and frequent reading of the 
Scriptures, and with great punctuality of 
attending upon the public worship of the 
Church. 

But not until some time after the com- 
mencement of her sickness did she ob- 
tain those clear and distinct views of 
her own native depravity in the 
sight of a Holy God, of the mercy of 
God in providing for sinners a way to es- 
cape the wrath to come—of the precious- 
ness of a Sayiour’s love in dying upon 
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the cross for her salvation. 

These were powerfully revealed to her 
by the operation of that Holy Spirit, 
which convinces the world of sin, of 
righteousness and of judgment to come, 
and for a season gave her much disquie- 
tude of mind. But having with much 
diligence and fervency of supplication 
sought the Lord, he was found of her, 
and God marked her for his own. 

Throughout the whole of her severe 
and long protracted sickness, she meek- 
ly bowed in humble submission to her 
heavenly Father’s will, and never mur- 
raured nor complained. 
she would often read with much earnest- 
ness and attention, the 263-4 Hymns, 
Rippon’s collection, on Christian pa- 
tience. But after she had found peace 
and joy in believing, it pleased her hea- 
venly Father to try her and cause her of- 
ten to deplore the hiding’ of his face, and 
declare that her sins were too great to 
suffer her prayers to reach the Throne 
of Grace. 

A few days before her death, being 
very weak and feeble, she requested her 
Father to read the hymn entitled, 
“Prayer answered by crosses,” and, 
when finished, she exclaimed, “O that is 
my ease;” and after prayer, she added, 
“OQ my dear Father, what is the reason 
that I could not weep while you prayed 
for me with so much fervour and feel- 
ing, that not a dry eye was found among 
all that were present? Ifear that my 
heavenly Father has given me up te 
hardness of heart.’”?. On the morning of 
the day she expired, she called her Fa- 
ther to her bedside and inquired, if he 
thought she could live more than two or 
three days at most- Being told that he 
feared she could not, well, she replied, 
you know that for some time past, I have 
expressed a wish to receive the sacra- 
ment, but have been prevented by par- 
tial delirium, produced by opiates; but 
this morning, I feel my mind perfectly 
clearand composed, and my strength suf- 
ficient to join in the service. Her Pastor, 
with a joyful heart, attended and admin- 
istered to the dying saint and a few 
friends, the Lord’s Supper, which was re- 
ceived by her with strong manifestations 
of holy joy. Her Rev. Brother, who was 
present, afterwards observed, “never 
will be obliterated from my mind, the 
composed and confident expectation of 
immortal glory which was depicted in 
her countenance, when she, for the first 
and last time in this world, commemora- 
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ted the dying love of her Saviour; and 
that holy joy manifested by her when 
she whispered, at the conclusion—the 
last time, until I sit down at the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb.’’ 

Her Pastor, on taking a final leave of 
her, and expressing the hope that they 
should meet in a better and happier 
world, heard her say, “I hope so.” 

In the afternoon of that eventful day, 
she called her sisters, and counselled 
them to listen to the voice of one who 
was standing on the threshold of the 
eternal world—of one, who could, from 
her own experience, declare, that no- 
thing less than divine power could ani- 
mate and support them in the last con- 
flict; and to fly to the ark of safety, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, while it is called the | 
accepted time, and the day of salvation. 
After descanting largely to them on the 
uncertainty of life, the goodness and | 
mercy of God, the horror of a dying bed | 
to those who never felt that they were 
heirs of eternal life; she said to another | 
of her acquaintance, “Oh let the words | 
of a dying relative sink deep into your. 
tender heart. Remember your creator | 
now in the days of thy youth; and | 
should yeu be deprived of earthly 
friends, you will then have one in Hea- | 
ven, who has promised to be a father to | 
the fatherless. Should poverty attend | 
your steps here, if you reach Heaven, 
you will be rich indeed—even those 
riches, which I trust and believe I shall 
soon enjoy, will then-be yours.” 

From that time, she continued in fer- 
vent prayer, until about 7 in the evening, 
when, finding much difficulty in respira- 
tion, she requested her father to raise 
her up in bed; and then, with the 
greatest composure, said, Father, do you 
think Iam dying? He could only an- 
swer, by imprinting a kiss on her pale 
and emaciated cheek, and bidding her 
farewell. Not the least moved, she again 
continued in silent prayer for some time. 
At her request, she was again laid down; 
and in a few minutes, exclaimed, It is all 
over with me. 

It was then, more than ever, that her 
constancy and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ were most pre-eminently mani- 
fested. 

When her brother approached her bed- 
side, she whispered, Brother, do not 
weep for me. He then asked her, are 
you afraid to die? She replied, what 
now, when the hand of death is upon 
me? I know in whom I have believed, 














and that he is able to keep that which 


I have committed to him. “In my Fa- 
ther’s house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told you;”’ is 
not this sufficient to support me? 

Being asked, do you feel that God 
has been good and gracious to you, and 
that he will support you in this last con- 
flict? Yes, she replied, I feel assured: 
but not my will, but thine, O Lord, be 
done. She then took an affectionate 
leave of her parents, grandmother, bro- 
ther, and sisters, and many other rela- 
tives and friends who were present, with 
the same composure and serenity of 
mind, as if she were bidding them adieu 
for the evening only. In the course of 
the day, she left many messages to her 
absent friends. To one, a female, Fare- 
well for ever in this world, to meet again 
in a far better. To another very dear 
friend, Remember me affectionately to 
him, and tell him, that it pleased God to 
show me the error of my ways, and to 
pluck me as a brand from the burning— 
and that now I can leave this world with 
the comfortable hope of meeting many 
of my beloved friends in Heaven, among 
whom, I remember him, for I believe he 
is a sincere Christian. To another, for 
whom she had a very high regard, and 
for whom she felt an affectionate inter- 
est, Tell him thatit was my dying request, 
that he would think of the things which 
belong to his eternal peace, for I yet 
hope we shall all make part of one fami- 
ly around the throne of God. : 

At 8 o’clock, after having spent much 
time in prayer, she appeared to be gone; 
her father knelt down by her bedside, to 
offer up his thanks to God for his good- 
ness in granting an answer to his prayers, 
that she might have the victory over 
death and the grave, and be able in her 
last moments to leave some token to her 
surviving friends of her acceptance with 
him, and to beseech him to receive her 
departing spirit;—when she exclaimed, 
O Lord, have mercy upon me; Lord Je- 
sus, receive my departing spirit; come 
Lord Jesus, come quickly. She then 
lost her articulation, but her lips were 
seen to move in silent prayer to the last 
moment of her existence; to which peri- 
od, she retained her hearing and mental 
faculties, although her speech and sight 
were lost, as was fully manifested at 
about one minute before she died.— 
When it was thought she had breath- 
ed her last, her father observed, that the 
sainted spirit of his child had taken wings 
to the realms of bliss, she was seen to 
nod assent, and then gave up the Ghost. 





